Arabsat drops French channel 
for showing pornography 

RIYADH (APj — The Arab Communications Salel- 
■iie stopped broadcasting a French channel after it 
aired a pornographic movie to the satellite's Arab sub- 
scribers. Arabsat said Sunday. The movie broadcast 
by Canal France Internationale Saturday afternoon 
“went over the limits, and we. will seek to cancel uur 
contract with them " Arahsar said in a statement car- 
ried by the official Saudi Press Agency. Saad Badnnh, 
tiie head of Arabsat, said th-it despite warnings not to 
show movies that violared public morals, Canal 
France Internationale continued to broadcast pro- 
grammes tin Arabsat that violated Islamic and Arah 
cultural values. The French channel said it had intend- 
ed to broadcast the movie on .'mother satellite. 




Atomic agency’s Biix 
in Iran for inspections 

DUBAI {R» — The head of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) i> in Iran to inspect two 
research centres, the official Iranian news agency 
IRMA said Sunday. Director-General Hans Blrx. who 
is heading :ui IAEA delegation on a tour which will 
also include Armenia and Georgia, arrived in Tehran 
Saturday. "Bft\ in to inspect (lie Bonah Research Cen- 
tre in west Azerbaijan province and the under-con- 
s( ruction Rnmsar Research Centre in Ma/antlaran 
province." IUNA said. The agency -.aid Mr. Blix 
would meet President Ali Akbur Hashemi Ratsanjani 
during his visit. Washington has accused Iran of seek- 
ing to develop nuclear weapons, a charge which 
Tehran has repeatedly denied. Iran says its nuclear 
programme is strictly civilian. 
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Jordan to help PNA offset 
trade and health problems 



Arafat ‘not 
Netanyahu 


GAZA CITY : FPi — Pales- 
tinian Pres idem Yasser Arjfai 




Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat at 
the joint press conference in Ramallah (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Israeli army chief 

of staff visits Gaza 

GAZA iAFP.1 — Israeli 
army chief of staff. Lieu- 
tenant General Amnon 
Shwtiak viewed Palestinian 
construction of a port near 
Cccra City Sunday during a 
naval tour of die area, a 
mili zary spokesman said. 
The Palestinians have 
begun building a jelly 
•south of the city despite 
complaints by Israel (hat it 
is a violation of their peace 
accords because they have 
not yet agreed on 'security 
details for tile port. Israel 
earlier this year banned the 
export of blocks of rocks to 
i he Gaza Strip in an 
attempt to stop the Pales- 
tinians from starting work 
on what will be their find 
port. The Palestinians in 
turn accuse Israel of block- 
ing the building of the sea 
port and an airport in self- 
i xi fed Gaza by refusing to 
agree on security clear- 
ance. 

Israeli opposition 
leader to 
meet Arafat 

GAZA (AFP) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
is slated to meet with 
Israeli opposition leader 
Ehud Barak next week. 
Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials said Sunday. The 
meeting Thursday will be 
the first between the two 
since Mr. Barak was elect- 
ed June 4 as the head of the 
Labour Party. Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace talks have 
been stalled since Israel 
began construction in 
March on a new Jewish set- 
tlement in occupied Arab 
cast Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians hope to make 
the capital of a future state. 

Sudanese official 
sacked on 

embezzlement charges 

KHARTOUM (AFPj — • A 
Sudanese regional minister 
hus been sacked and is 
undergoing interrogation 
for suspected misappropri- 
ation of 300 million 
Sudanese pounds, a Khar- 
toum daily reported Sun- 
day. Ramadan Mubor. the 
finance minister in Alwih- 
da. southern Sudan, is 
believed to have received , 
the money from the federal ; 
finance ministry to pay 
state workers' salaries but 
uid not make the payments, 
the Alwan daily said- The 
paper said Alwihdah leg- 
islative council last year 
oulered Lite dismissal of 
several members of the 
regional government, 
including Mubor. for long 
absences from work, fail- 
ure to distribute wages and 
food rations, and financial 
mismanagement. 

Pro-government 
militia killed 69 
rebels in 
Sudanese town 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
Sudanese pro-government 
militia killed 69 members 
of the Sudan People’s Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA) rebel 
movement in fighting for 
the southern town of Ayod. 
the niilitia has claimed. 
The South Sudan Defence 
Force (SSDF). a former 
rebel grouping which in 
April signed a peace agree- 
ment with Khartoum, 
killed 69 SPLA troops and 
w-junded 7 S others when it 
recaptured the town from 
lilt SPLA last week, a 
spokesman told the Alwan 
daily newspaper published 
Sunday. The SPLA has 
refused to sign a peace 
agreement with Khartoum. 
The movement has been 
fighting to end Khanoum’s 
rule over the south of the 
massive African country 
since 1983. The war that 
has killed an estimated one 
million people. 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) 
— Jordan on Sunday reaf- 
firmed its stand by the 
Palestinian leadership and 
people in their quest to 
regain freedom and inde- 
pendence and said that the 
two sides wilt boost eco- 
nomic ties to offset the dis- 
astrous effects of Israel's 
security closure of the 
Palestinian territories. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali voiced the 
Jordanian stand at a press 
conference he held jointly 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat at the conclu- 
sion of a day-long visit to 
the Palestine self-rule city 
of Ramallah in the West 
Bank. 

Dr. Majali, making his 
first visit to the Palestinian 
territories since taking 
office last February, said 
“we will use all means 
available to us to support 
the Palestinian people’s 
endeavours and rights." 

■‘We are ready to respond 
to any call from the Pales- 
tinians for assistance 
because we always stand 
by them," added Dr. Majali 

"Many issues related to 
bilateral ties were dis- 
cussed at the meeting but 
we focused mainly on eco- 
nomic and trade matters 
noted Dr. Majali. We 
reviewed progress in 
implementation of agree- 
ments and we found that 
progress did not reach the 
aspired level and so we 
expressed determination to 
reactivate all the joint com- 
mittees so as to further 
enhance bilateral ties." 

Noting that be delivered a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to the Pales- 
tinian President, Dr. Majali 
said that his talks with the 
Palestinian leadership cov- 
ered the Middle East peace 
process and ways for fur- 


BOSTON — The U.S. is 
studying a compromise that 
involves an Israeli “pause" in 
settlement building in return 
for a Palestinian approval to 
go straight into final status 
negotiations. But (he U.S. 
will not overt its ideas before 
a complete halt of “violence" 
and a Palestinian commit- 
ment not to encourage “hos- 
tile acts" against Israel, well- 
in formed sources said Sun- 
day. 

However, U.S. officials 
told the Jordan Times that 
they are not ready to divulge 
any information before they 
put the ideas formally in front 
of the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians. 

Palestinian officials said 
that the U.S. has not offered 
any specific ideas so far. But 
sources close to the American 
government said that “a com- 
promise" that reconciles 
between the Palestinian 
demand for a halt in Israeli 
settlement construction and 
the Israeli proposal to start 
the final status negotiations is 
being seriously studied by the 
White House and the State 
Department. 

In essence, the ideas arc not 
new and were discussed in 
the past during the ongoing 
Egyptian mediation effort to 
resume the stalled negotia- 
tions between the Palestini- 
ans and Israel. The Palestin- 
ian leadership had earlier 
been reluctant to accept 
“pause" in settlement build- 
ing and have asked for a total 
bait 

However, chief Palestinian 


ther bolstering economic 
and trade links between 
Jordan and Palestine. 

“We have decided to 
revive committees already 
in place, especially those 
for trade and economy," 
said the prime minister. 

In reply to a question 
about prospects for an Arab 
summit meeting. Dr. 
Majali said: “We have not 
received an invitation for 
an Arab summit but we 
support a pan-Arab deci- 
sion for such a meeting. 
The Arab countries are ori- 
ented towards peace, which 
has become a strategic 
option for all.” 

The two sides agreed on 
creating a joint committee 
comprising senior officials 
from the two countries to 
work out a joint mecha- 
nism to facilitate the flow 
of goods between the two 
sides and said that the corn- 


negotiator Saeb Erekat has 
been using the term ' ‘pause" 
instead of an “end of settle- 
ment activities" in an indica- 
tion of change of heart by the 
Palestinian leadership. In 
statements he gave in the 
U.S., Dr. Erekat said that he 
has asked the Americans for 
“a pause in Israeli settle- 
ments" marking a Palestinian 
acceptance of the new termi- 
nology that has important 
political implications. Anoth- 
er Palestinian negotiator, 
however, told the Jordan 
Times form Gaza that the ter- 
mis unacceptable and (here 
will be no official Palestinian 
position before an official 
American initiative is put for- 
ward. 

Linguistic differences have 
frequently arose during the- 
peace talks and the terminol- 
ogy could prove crucial to the 
Final status talks and the 
fiihffe of the Israeli settle- 
ments. A pause in settlement 
activities implies a break that 
allows the Israelis to resume 
at a later -.stage. It by no 
means illegitimises settle- 
ment construction and does 
not entail a commitment to 
put an end to ail settlement 
building. 

TTie American idea is to 
postpone the verdict on set- 
tlement building, including 
the cons miction in Jabal Abu 
Ghneim, till the two sides 
reach an agreement over the 
issue as part of the final status 
talks . 

The original Palestinian 
idea was to make the U.S. 
take a principled stand on set- 
tlement building and to pre- 
vent Israel frail imposing 
new forts on the ground — 


mittee will commence its 
task within two weeks. 

The two sides also agreed 
to organise tripartite meet- 
ings grouping Jordan. 

Israel and Palestine to dis- 
cuss Israel’s barriers 

impeding trade. 

Jordan expressed readi- 
ness to meet Palestinian 
needs in all fields and said 
that it will facilitate Pales- 
tinian exports to the King- 
dom through the country to 
other destinations. 

Also discussed were 
scopes of cooperation in 
health fields, with the Jor- 
danian side expressing 
readiness to offer treatment 
to Palestinian patients in 
Jordanian hospitals. 

Jordan said that it seeks 
to increase the volume of 
trade between the two sides 
to reach at least $150 mil- 
lion annually. 

The prime minister was 


two conditions that borh 
Israel and the U.S. rejected. 

Describing the talks 
between special envoy Den- 
nis Ross and Dr. Erekat an 
American ^ministration 
source said that the Palestini- 
ans "were pragmatic and 
flexible " but he did not elab- 
orate. 

During last week's talks, 
die Palestinians indicated that 
they are willing to consider 
the Israeli proposal for going 
into final stems talks if the 
negotiations lake place paral- 
lel to the implementation of 
the interim arrangements — 
mainly the Israeli troop rede- 
ployment from the rest of the 
West Bank. 

The Palestinians do not 
want to go into final status 
negotiations while Israel 
maintains control of more 
than 60 per cent of the West 
Bank, and before the opening 
of die Gaza air and sea ports 
and the safe passage betw een 
die strip and the rest of the 
Palestinian areas. 

But according to the 
Hebron protocols, redeploy- 
ment would require further 
negotiations to determine the 
scope of the Israeli partial 
pull-out. 

Thus, even if Israel agrees 
to Palestinian demands. Tel 
Aviv could still enter final 
Status negotiations while 
maintaining control over 
most of the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

The Hebron Protocols stip- 
ulate that the Palestinians 
should fulfil their security 
responsibilities in order for 
the peaefc negotiations to pro- 
ceed 


accompanied on the visit 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh and Minister of 
Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kundi. 

The i wo sides were 
expected to sign an agree- 
ment on health cooperation 
between the two sides and 
the treatment of Palestinian 
patients in Jordanian hospi- 
tals. 

The head of Jordan’s rep- 
resentation office in Gaza. 
Ziyad Majali. described the 
talks as successful and pos- 
itive. 

For his part, Palestine 
Minister of Culture and 
Information Yasser 

Abedrabbo told the press 
that the two sides have 
underlined the need for 
efforts to be made for the 
resumption of the peace 
process. 


Palestinian 
police 
detained 
over attack 
plans 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian security 
forces have detained several 
of their own police officers 
on Israeli accusations they 
planned to attack Jewish 
settlers, officials said Sun- 
day. 

“An investigative com- 
mittee that formed two days 
ago is continuing its work to 

check the allegations 
against the members of the 
Palestinian police." the offi- 
cial Palestinian WAFA news 
agency said Sunday. 

“Some members have 
been detained to question 
them about these allega- 
tions," it said. 

A spokesman for Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
confirmed the report. 

Israel had accused Pales- 
tinian police of carrying oui 
a shooting attack that dam- 
aged tiie car of a rabbi in the 
West Bank a week and n 
half ago and planning otlvi 
attacks on settlers. 

They demanded that 
Palestinian police arrest 
Deputy Commander Jihad 
Masouni. a senior official in 
the Nablus police they said 
had ordered the attack. 

A spokesman for Mi. 
Arafat could not say if Mr. 
Masouni was under arrest 
nor how many police offi- 
cers were detained. 


is not reajy to meet Uraeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu as along as the 
expansion of Jewish seide- 
menb continues. Ins 
spokesman said Sun Jay. 

"Before any meeting. Israel 
must remove the obstacles ii 
hus pin in ihe path of peace 
and resolve the causes of the 
crisis, in particular an end to 
settlement activity," Nabil 
Abu Rudeina told Agence 
France Prts.se. 

Mr. Abu Rudeina was 
responding to comments by 
Mr. Netanyahu reported in on 
Egyptian government news- 
paper Saturday that a summit 
was necessary with Mr. 
Arafat to end a four-month 
stalemate in peace negotia- 
tions. 

The Israeli prime minister 
said, "ihe situation will keep 
gening worse as long as the 
Palestinians refuse to resume 


AMMAN (.AFP) — Defence 
lawyers for a Jordanian sol- 
dier sentenced to life impris- 
onment with hard labour for 
the massacre of seven Israeli 
schoolgirls voiced shock 
Sunday at the sentence, 
charging it was too severe. 

“When the crime is not pre- 
meditated. the sentence 
should be between 15 years 
to life." said former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat, a 
lawyer for Ahmad Dakani- 
seh. 36. who was sentenced 
Saturday in a military court in 
Amman. 

"In the case of a crime 
affecting more than one vic- 


the ticgiiiMUun.t. We must 
talk bec4U>c peace cannot be 
established b\ violence." 

President Am fill's 

spokesman said. "if 
Netanyahu is venous about 
tiie peace process, he must 
implement the accords and 
stop the settlement construc- 
tion .ind the confiscation of 
land." 

Tiie two leader^ have not 
met since Fehru.uy. The fol- 
lowing month, the Palestini- 
ans stormed out of peace talks 
to protest the construction of 
u new Jewish settlement in 
.Arab cast Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu vowed to 
press ahead with expanding 
settlements and said he 
would never agree to (he 
Palestinians' demand lo have 
Arab east Jerusalem ns the 
capital of a future slate. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
newspaper Maori v reported 
Sunday that Israel's environ- 
ment ministry is working on a 


tim. life imprisonment is the 
usual sentence... but the court 
applied this without taking 
into consideration the mental 
state of the accused.” he said. 

Mr. Obeidat repeared 
defence claims that Dokam- 
seh suffered mental prob- 
lems. saying iwo psychia- 
trists testified as much, and 
added that the sentence 
should have been 10 lo 15 
years. 

Dakamseh escaped the 
death penalty when the court 
ruled that the murder of the 
schoolgirls visiting the bor- 
der tourist spot known as 


plan to Jump household rro>h 
in die Palestinian territories. 

Nab.n u Rcncu. director 
general of the ministry, was 
quoted as saying that a lame 
mountain of trash near Tel 
A\i\ could he used lo till 
holes in Israeli quarries in the 
rocky hillsides of the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Ronen said he did not 
understand why the Palestini- 
ans had \ nice J no enthusiasm 

for the project because it 
u\>uld fill in lame scars left by 
Israel’s ixvupation of Pales- 
tinian territories, the paper 
added. 

“It is difficult for us to push 
forward this plan because 
there is no cooperation from 
the Palestinians." lie said. But 
the ininisuy plans to push 
through the project. Mr. 
Ronen said. 

"1 hope they l Palestinians] 
will hu\e the wisdom to 
understand that this is a good 
plan.” he said. 


not premeditated or political- 
ly motivated. 

The five-judge panel 
which had heard that the sol- 
dier had a history of mental 
problems, said his shooting 
spree could be explained by 
■personality disorders." 
“extreme fatigue after a 22- 
hour guard shift-’’ and ''.sexu- 
al frustration, because his 
wife had recently given 
birth.” 

It dismissed his claims that 
be was provoked by the 
schoolgirls w ho mocked him 
as be prayed. 


“peace island" March 13 was 
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New PNA attorney-general 
plans to free or try detainees 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The newly appoint- 
ed Palestinian attorney- 
general pledged on Sunday 
to release or try prisoners 
held without charge in 
Palestinian jails. 

■‘There are 185 prisoner 
files in front of me and I’m 
reviewing these files. 
Those who are not convict- 
ed will be released. Who- 
ever should be tried will be 
sent to trial.” Fayez Abu 
Rahma told reporters. 

Mr. Abu Rahma replaced 
Khaled Kidra. who 


resigned from the attorney- 
general post last month for 
health reasons. Mr. Abu 
Rahma. former head of the 
Gaza lawyers’ association, 
took over the job on Satur- 
day. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions welcomed the move. 

“Obviously we would be 
very pleased if he was suc- 
cessful in ensuring that the 
rule of law is observed, 
that everybody has access 
to an attorney and that 
everybody has a fair trial." 
said Jessica Montell, 


development director for 
the Israeli human rights 
group B’tselem. 

“This is the first time 
I’ve heard a specific 
announcement ro deal with 
the detainees and their 
rights." said Ms. Montell. 
who wrote a report on 
derainees. 

Mr. Abu Rahma said the 
problem of detainees held 
without charge stemmed 
from misunderstandings 
over the role of Palestinian 
police. 

“Every, officer thinks of 


himself as a representative 
of the state. He thinks he 
has the facility to arrest the 
people. Whoever got 
arrested according to these 
measures can appeal to the 
high justice court,” Mr. 
Abu Rahma said. 

“I promise our relations 
with the human rights 
organisations will be on 
the highest level, and we 
will respond to any inquiry 
or invitation of these 
organisations." 


Saudi Arabia fires short-range missile; 
works at ending dispute with Yemen 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia fired its own sur- 
face-to-surfaee missile at 
the weekend to mark the 
inauguration of a new test 
site in the Gulf desen king- 
dom. 

Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz 
launched the rocket with a 
range of 62 kilometres Sat- 
urday at the site at Al- 
Khaij. around 100 kilome- 
tres south of Riyadh. 

“Our country possesses 
strategic missiles with a 
range of 35 to 60 kilome- 
tres. and it’s not a secret to 
anyone." Prince Sultan told 
journalists. 

The new site also con- 
tains the kingdom’s first 
centre for the control and 
maintenance of ammuni- 
tion. 

Prince Sultan said the 
new centre meant Saudi 
Arabia no longer had to 
send its military equipment 
abroad for upkeep “which 
will save time and money." 

The defence minister also 
inspecting the air base at A1 
Khaij and laid the first 
stone of a new housing 
complex to be built there at 
a cost of $2 billion. 

The base will be the 
biggest in the kingdom 
once the complex is com- 
pleted in five years, he said. 

American. French and 
British airmen patrolling an 
air exclusion zone over 
southern Iraq moved to A1 
Khaij Base for greater 


Saudi minister in Yemen 
for border dispute talks 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef 
arrived in the Yemeni capital Sanaa Saturday for the sec- 
ond visit this month to resolve a 61 -year-old border dis- 
pute, Yemeni Radio said. 

The radio, monitored by the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, quoted the minister as saying he was confident 
there would be an agreement on the issue. 

“I am confident and optimistic that die objective... will 
be realised, God willing, in the interest of the two coun- 
tries and in a manner satisfactory to all sides.” he said. 

Prince Nayef visited Yemen for talks early this month. 
Yemen's President Ali Abdullah Saleh said during that 
visit a final settlement would be reached within weeks. 

Yemen, one of the region’s poorest countries, and oil- 
rich Saudi Arabia signed a memorandum of understand- 
ing in 1995 to resolve the dispute. A joint committee look- 
ing into border demarcation has met dozens of times since 
but its work has moved slowly, diplomats say. 

Yemen has hinted in recent months it might resort to 
international arbitration. The two countries’ armed forces 
had several minor clashes in a border area potentially rich 
in oil and gas before signing the memorandum. 


security after a massive 
truck bombing of a base 
near the eastern city of 
Dhahran in June 1996 that 
left 19 U.S. airmen dead. 

Prince Sultan also told 
journalists during the inau- 
guration that Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani was welcome to 
visit Saudi Arabia any time 
he wanted, in a new sign of 
improving ties between the 
two countries. 

Asked by journalists if 
Mr. Rafsanjani was expect- 
ed to visit. Prince Sultan 
sai± “The kingdom is open 


to all visitors and above all 
our brother. Mr. Rafsanjani, 
who is welcome any time.” 

Iran and Saudi Arabia 
have had strained relations 
since the 1979 Islamic rev- 
olution in Tehran. 

They broke off ties from 
1987 to 1991 after clashes 
between Iranian pilgrims 
and Saudi security forces in 
Mecca in 19S7 when 402 
people died, mosrly Irani- 
ans. 

But the two countries 
have voiced increasing 
desire ro improve their rela- 
tions. 


Released Islamist leader keeps low 
profile after government warning 


ALGIERS f API — The 
former leader of an 
Islamist fundamentalist 
group, newly freed from 
prison, refused Saturday to 
comment on a government 
warning for him to stay 
away from politics. 

Algeria's military- 
backed government on 
Friday bluntly told Abassi 
Madani. a former leader of 
the Islamic Salvation 
Front, to abstain from all 
political activity. 

On Thursday, two days 
after he was suddenly 
released from prison fol- 
lowing six years in jail. 
Madani said he wanted to 
try to end the bloodshed in 


his country that has left 
more than 60.000 people 
dead. 

It is unclear whether 
Madani could persuade 
militants from fighting the 
government. The Salva- 
tion Front repeatedly has 
condemned the violence, 
which is usually blamed 
on militant groups that 
grew out of the party after 
the cancelled elections. 

Madani was released 
from prison Tuesday, a 
week after the freeing of 
Abdelkader Hachani. 
another Front leader, in an 
apparent bid by President 
Liaraine Zeroual to end 
the five-year insurgency. 


Since his release. 
Madani reportedly has met 
with Hachani and other 
Salvation Front leaders at 
his Algiers home. 

Madani spoke several 
times this week to news 
media, but refused Satur- 
day to make any comment 
on the warning issued the 
previous day by Mustapha 
Benmansour. the Algerian 
interior minister. 

Of the top militants, only 
the Salvation Front's for- 
mer No. 2 man. Ali Bel- 
hadj. who is considered a 
radical remains behind 
bars at a secret location. 


Sick 

Egyptian 
lawyer 
postpones 
Israeli 
spy trial 


CAIRO (R) — A Cairo 
court adjourned Sunday 
the trial of an Israeli 
man charged with spy- 
ing againsr Egypt after 
the defence lawyer suf- 
fered a minor heart 
attack. 

A member of the legal 
team of Farid Deeb. 
lawyer for Israeli Druze 
textile engineer Azam 
Azam, said Mr. Deeb 
was in hospital and 
doctors would only let 
him leave after two 
days. 

“My lawyer is sick 
and he will come... I 
fe|t that I will be 
acquitted because I am 
an innocent man," 
Azam told reporters 
after the judge asked 
him whether he wanted 
to wait for Mr. Deeb to 
recover and resume his 
defence. 

State Security officers 
dragged Azam out of 
the prosecution cage as 
members of the local, 
international and Israeli 
media hurled at him 
questions. The trial was 
adjourned to Aug. 17. 

Azam and Egyptian 
worker Emad Ismail are 
charged with making 
criminal arrangements 
to spy in Egypt for 
Israel’s secret service 
Mossad. They have 
pleaded not guilty. 

Two women — Zahra 
Youssef Greiss and 
Mona Ahmed Shawah- 
na — are on trial in 
absentia for the same 
charges. 

The case. which 
began on April 24. 
brought Egypt-Israeli 
ties to one of their low- 
est ebbs since their 
1979 peace treaty. 


.Supporters of Hamas march Saturday in Hebron chanting anti-Israeli slogans in a show of strength in die West Bank 
town of Hebron- The march, which stayed away from the Israeli-controlled one-fifth of the town, was organised to 
commemorate the birthday of the Prophet Mohammed (AFP photo) 

Intense speculation in Iran 
over Khatami’s new cabinet 


TEHRAN (AFP) — With 
two weeks to go before he 
takes office, Iran’s moder- 
ate president-elect 

Mohammad Khatami is 
involved in intensive 
negotiations to pick a new 
cabinet that the conserva- 
tive-dominated parliament 
will accept. 

His final choice is eager- 
ly awaited here as_an indi- 
cation of the direction the 
former culture minister 
will take after his shock 
victory in May presiden- 
tial elections. 

Mr. Khatami's ministers 
must be approved one by 
one by the Tran i an parlia- 
ment. which recently 
elected his defeated rival 
in the elections, the con- 
servative Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nouri, as its speaker. 

"I have had to meet two 
hundred times with MPs 
and representatives of var- 
ious factions," Mr. Khata- 
mi said in a message 
broadcast on Iranian tele- 
vision Saturday night. 

He has also met repeat- 
edly with Iran’s paramount 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who will swear 
Mr. Khatami in as presi- 
dent for a four-year term 
on Aug. 3. The cabinet will 
be put to the parliament 
the following dav. 


Sources close to the 
president-elect say he has 
already decided on his 
line-up. though they gave 
no clues as to who it con- 
tains. 

Mr. Khatami. 54. said 
only that his cabinet would 
be “strong, innovative and 
modern,” and that he 
wanted to be the president 
“for all Iranians.” 

However, he must satis- 
fy the two political fac- 
tions which backed him in 
his presidential campaign 
— the moderates, drawn 
from Iran's modernist 
technocrats, and the radi- 
cal left-wingers who dom- 
inated the government in 
the decade after the 1979 
Islamist revolution. 

This could bring him 
into a head-on dash with 
the country’s conserva- 
tives. who dominate par- 
liament and other state 
institutions. 

The right wing conserva- 
tives. who favour a market 
economy, fear attempts at 
centralisation under the 
radicals and a tougher for- 
eign policy. 

The conservatives were 
at one time allied with the 
moderates to unseat the 
left-wingers from power, 
but their paths grew apart 
in disagreement over 


mainly cultural issues. The 
moderates later turned to 
left wingers in common 
fear that the rightists 
sought to monopolise 
power. 

Since his election, Mr. 
Khatami has tried to 
appease the conservatives, 
saying he plans to stick to 
the economic policies of 
outgoing President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
and respect the fundamen- 
tal values of the 1979 
Islamist revolution. 

Insisting that ministers 
must be chosen on their 
merits and not their politi- 
cal loyalties, the conserva- 
tives have warned that the 
parliament will exert “its 
rights" over government 
appointments. 

Some leading hard-liners 
have dropped hints that 
MPs will oppose the 
appointment of radical 
Jeft-wingers as ministers. 

Mr. Khatami denied he 
had come under pressure 
from conservatives in 
choosing his ministers. 
“Everyone must respect 
the choice of the majori- 
ty." he said. 

The press and political 
circles here are indulging 
in intense speculation over 
what his choice may be. 

Different names are 


mooted every day for the 
various cabinet posts, but 
most bets are on Iran’s 
U.N. Ambassador Kamal 
Kharazi as foreign minis- 
ter; the former spokesman 
of the hostage-takers at the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran. 
Mohammad Khoenia. as 
intelligence minister, and 
former mayor, Abdullah 
Nouri as interior minister. 

And in a radical depar- 
ture, Mr. Khatami may 
appoint several women to 
cabinet posts after winning 
strong support from the 
femafe vote in the May- 
elections. 

Mr. Khatami, who w s 
culture minister from 1982 
to 1992, made more per- 
sonal freedom, the rule of 
law and greater openness a 
main theme of his presi- 
dential campaign. 

Since then, he has been 
careful not to alienate the 
conservative clergy, stress- 
ing his intentions to stick 
to the fundamental revolu- 
tionary principles, 

although promising more 
political diversity and 
freedom within the bounds 
of the constitution. 

But apprehension per- 
sists among hard-line and 
conservative circles. 


Iraqi businessmen to visit Syria — papers 



Hus>ein Sunday « 
k lU; " r f ht Hasft em,te k 
the wmb »er 

J>»"'^ h j, a ,.neh.5eninr | 


SAID gram 

or res: 



I 

■r the J'S 
This fu 
i*f i 
us4 

rv.mbiK - * • 
M produc 
re ro 
rooi 
-rattfiTOBl 
The ft 
onportwi 
in :ft 
vc: :s he 


lemoria! unve 


BAGHDAD (R) — An 
Iraqi business delegation 
will visit Syria this week to 
discuss trade exchange 
under Iraq's oil-for-food 
deal with the United 
Nations. Iraqi newspapers 
said Sunday. 

“An industrial delegation 
headed by chairman of 
Iraqi Industries Union. 
Adnan Qudsi will leave 
Baghdad to the Syrian Arab 


Republic next week," A1 
Qadissiya daily said. 

“The ream will hold talks 
with Syrian businessmen 
and industrialists on means 
of consolidating joint coop- 
eration and activate trade 
exchange.” the paper quot- 
ed Mr. Qudsi as saying. 

He said the visit was upon 
invitation from the Damas- 
cus Chamber of Commerce. 

Iraq and Syria decided 


last month to reopen their 
borders for trade, closed 
since the beginning of the 
1980s when lies were cut 
because Damascus sided 
with Iran in the I9S0-88 
Iraq- Iran war. 

In recent weeks the two 
Arab countries, ruled by 
rival factions of the Baath 
Party, have been exchang- 
ing economic teams. 

Syrian businessmen want 


to sell to Iraq goods under 
the oil pact which allow > 
Iraq oil exports worth 52 
billion over six months to 
satisfy urgent needs oi 
Iraqis hard-hit by E.N. 
sanctions imposed after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The deal, which started in 
December last year, 
renewed for another si' 
months in June. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773IU-I9 


PROGRAMME TWO 
15:40 Spirou 

16:30 

17:00 

Deep Water Haven 

17:15 

18:10 

19:00 

Nature bv Profession 

French Programmes 

19:30 


19:35 
Brawn 
20:00 .. 

Comedy — Murphy 

20:30 .. 


21:10... 


22:00 .... 
22:35 .. 


23:15 .. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:53 

05:58... 


12:39 


16:17 



JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:19 Maghreb 

20:42. -.‘Isha 

CHURCHES 
Sl May of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 810740 
1 Assemblies of God Church Tel 
, 6327S5. 

, SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Annuakatioa 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 77 175 1 . 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 8343 28. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather conditions 
will prevail with winds northwest- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 


will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman .. 21/35 

Aqaba 217/41 

Deserts- I9/3S 

Jordan Valley 25/40 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent 
Aqaba 27 percenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 74S56? 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 820425 
Dr. MuntherAl Qrainj ...779959 
Dr. Abdul HadiTavyira ..620115 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy S47632 


IRBED: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir .276852 
Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 992991 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Ctepanment — 6611 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency 199 

Rescue Fbfce™ 1 92, 621 1 II . 637777 

Fire Brigade 6J7I01 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. 66] 176 

Wffir & Sewvc®e CwT^bins J87467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) J2I 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 


Abd ali Tel. Repairs 661 1 OI 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authori iv 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority 8 15615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ._»8 1 38 1 .V32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .........007071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66612W37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ....777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...t»U224(V50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surycrv 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 


Zarqa 

National 

..(09)983323 
Hospital 
..(Oi >900360 

ibn Sina Hospital 

(09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 



..(09)990990 

TRB1D: 

Princess 

Basina 

Hospital 

..(021275555 

Greek 

Catholic 

Hospital 

..(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 

102)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
103)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This mfnmhilitw is supplied by 
Roy til Jordanian (RJ) iifnntiainm 
department at the Queen Alia Inler- 
natiniiul Airport Tei T. 

where it should always Iv verified. 
Information on other flights can Iw 
supplied on phone OR (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ ) 

98:05 Sanaa iRJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ i 

-Cairo (RJ) 

1^:50 London (RJ) 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ.i 

49^0 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1<):S5 Milan (RJ) 

22:15 Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

CM: 10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
-Zagreb i RJ) 

Other Flights 

I^ :1 0 MuscaL Bahraini GF) 

15:05 -...Vienna (OS.l 

Khartoum (SD) 

DohatQR) 

59:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

r° :15 ■; Dubai (EK) 

*1:1® Paris. Damascus (AFi 

“* :1 ° Beirut iME) 

Cairo (MS) 

- 3 * 30 Athens (OA) 


01:20 _ Amsterdam. Damascus iKL< 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:45 - ^BeinitiW 1 

Q9- 10 KuwdtlkJl 

10:45 

12:20 .Amsterdam, Chicago (W* 
I3:J5 ...Cain* iR* 1 

13:25 ......London iRJ) 

13 -35 Frankfort^ 

19:40 ;Zapd?(R!* 

21:45 Bahra in. Doha iff 1 

22:05 —Dubai. Muscat (Rft 

22:25 ..Al 'Ain. Abo Dhabi l^- 1 . 

23;45 —-Sanaa (R°. 

23:59 Daraas 015 ^ 

Other Flights 

06:15 —Istanbul 

08:45 —...Beirut iM^’ 

09:10 .Lnakffl 

15:00 -BahnrintOU 

15:00 K bartOumlSD' 

15:50 — 

17:50 

23 : i5 Cairo iMSl 

23:55 .Damascus. Paris 1^ 

02 JO Amsta lian,( 

04:00 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Monday, July 21, 1997 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday visits the tomb of the late King Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein, founder of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and lays a wreath of flowers 
thereupon. Also visiting the tomb were HRH Prince Mohammad, the King's person- 
al representative. Royal family members. Prime Minister Abdul Salam MqjaJi, Royal 
Court Chief Avrn Khasawneh, senior Royal Court officials, speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament and senior civil and military officials. King Abdullah 
was assassinated on July 20, 1951 at Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem after performing 
prayers there (Petra photo) 

USAID grant to provide jobs 
for residents of Wadi Rayyan 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — HRH 
Princess Rania Al Abdullah 
and Director of the U.S. 
Agency for Internationa] 
Lteveliipment I USAID) in 
Jordan Lewis Lucke yester- 
day signed an agreement 
providing Si 06,000 to Jor- 
dan River for Development 
Project (JRDP), a U.S. 
embassy statement said. 

I*he funds will be used to 
establish a furniture facility 
in Wadi Rayyan, providing 


jobs for the area’s residents 
in the Jordan Valley. 

This furniture project, the 
first of its kind in Jordan, 
will use locally grown 
bamboo and banana leaves 
to produce wicker furniture 
to be marketed in JRDP 
showrooms in Jordan, the 
statement said. 

The furniture will be 
exported to selected coun- 
tries in the region. The pro- 
ject is being funded under 


the auspices of the USAID 
Private Sector Services 
Project fPSSP). an $8 mil- 
lion programme aimed at 
assisting and fostering the 
development and growth of 
private enterprise by 
upgrading business ser- 
vices through improved 
accounting, industrial man- 
agement, computers and 
software sen 1 ice, and mar- 
keting. 


Memorial unveiled at Qasr Amra 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Minister of Tourism 
Akel Bilutji and Austrian Ambassador to 
Jordan Dr. Michael Stigelbauer unveiled a 
memorial tablet at the entrance of the 
Uinayyud Desen Castle Qasr Amra yester- 
day. an Embassy of Austria starement said. 

The ceremony marks the occasion of the 
HJOth anniversary of the discovery of the 
Uinayyud Desert Castles by Austrian 
explorer Alois Musil. according to the 
statement. 

The project was initiated by the Austrian 
Oriental Society — Hammer-Purgstall, a 
semi-official institute for cultural and sci- 
entific cooperation with Islamic countries. 

A delegation from this society attended 
the ceremony, the statement said. 

The Austrian explorer. Alois Musil, is 
considered one of the most renowned Aus- 
trian scholars to have visited the Arab 
World during the turn the century. 

Musil studied Oriental languages as well 
as the history and culture of the Arab World 
in Austria and then continued his studies in 
Jerusalem and Beirut, the statement said. 

Subsequent to several expeditions to 
Syria. Palestine. Jordan, Iraq and northern 
Hijaz. he became the Austrian govern- 
ment's Middle East expert. 


During World War 1, he visited the region 
as a personal representative of the Austrian 
Emperor, according to the statement. 

In 1897. Musil undertook an expedition 
to Transjordan in the course of which he 
discovered the Umayyad Desert Castles 
such as Qasr Amra and Qav Al Kharana. 

The results of his explorations were than 
published in books and articles by the Aus- 
trian Academy of Sciences in Vienna. 

The most important of theses publications 
is a scholarly description of Qasr Amra, 
containing coloured reproductions of the 
famous mural paintings from the Umayyad 
period for which this monument is famous. 

Musil was accepted as a member of the 
bedouin tribes in Transjordan who gave 
him the name Sheikh Musa AI-Ruwaili for 
his attachment to the Ruwallah Tribe and 
its leader Nun Al Shaalan. the .statement 
said. 

Due to his political role during the World 
War I among the bedouins in Transjordan 
and northern Hijaz, some historians have 
nicknamed Musil “the Austrian Lawrence" 
as he was the political opponent of Colonel 
Lawrence among the Arabs, the statement 
concluded. 


YWCA camp sessions announced 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — The Young Women’s 
Christian Association ( YWCA) is holding a 
summer camp for children between the 
ages of eight and fourteen in three separate 
sessions, a YWCA statement said Sunday. 
The Scouts Camp, belonging to the Greater 
Amman Municipality (GAM) is on the way 
to the airport. 

This Summer Camp Project aims at the 
mental and physical development of chil- 
dren. as well as training in leadership and 
responsibility-sharing, both at home and in 
their respective communities, the statement 
said. 

The project also encourages cooperation 


and teaches teamwork, it added. 

The programme includes athletic, cultur- 
al and educational activities including envi- 
ronmental protection. 

The second session will end July 21st at 
which time a special evening of drama and 
singing activities will be presented by the 
campers. 

The third session for children ages 8-1 1 
will start July 23rd, the statement said. 

The camp is run by a leader and staff who 
are specialists in camping. 

It is supervised by a special YWCA com- 
mittee, the statement concluded. 


What’s Going On 


' FILM 

* “Le RuffiarT at thfr French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Weibcteh atS:30p.ra. 

LECTURE 

- *■ “Karak Castle -Excavations by Jack. 
Lee at the Americah Center ttf 'Orien- 
tal Research jfTeL 846-lJ^) ar 7:00 
p.ffl. - . . ■ ' . •' • - ’• : 

■ ■ ... EOTBITIONS 

: ^Paintings and cennaics sjctfflltures- 
by Arab artists; af the Oriertt Gallery, ■ 
Shmeiiani (Tel, 681303) until July 31... 


: products at Bani Humida House, Jabal 
Amman, until July 31 (TbL 658696/7). 

♦Works by kaqi artists Ali Al Najjar 
and _ Zia ■ Hussein at * Baladna Art 
-Gallery;: Gardens- ;■ Street (TeL 
5537598), until July 3- 


♦Photo.. exhibition : entitled 

“Jerusalem .m. Danger” by Khalid Al 
Zagfaati at the;- Modern Educational 
School, Khalda, until July 3 1 . : 

^mograp&V exhibition by Jan Kas- 
say 7 : at jme ftemih . Cultural Centre, 
;^ibdeh,. until July 29. . 

♦Paintm^ Greater 

; Amman MuniaiJS^ Depart- 

ment, Ras AUAm* until July 31 . 


♦Paintc 
the Roys 

24.,:,-;;;.:' 


by Hanari Al JJourini at jy. . ^Contemporary Arab Artists Exhi^ 

X . . XI. .7- : ■ TH.. . « ■»> ** C.n A mVl 


‘Most opposition groups, 
associations will follow el 



By Francesca Cirhici 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — Yesterday's official 
announcement that Four political 
parties will follow the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s decision to boycott 
the 1 997 elections is just the tip of 
the iceberg, and must opposition 
groups and professional associa- 
tions will follow suil, a Muslim 
Brotherhood leader commented. 

‘■The people are fed up, they are 
tired: the economic and political 
situation is making every day life 
harder and harder for the average 
citizen." Muslim Brotherhood 
Shura Council and Executive Com- 
mittee member Aymud Abu Dia 
told the Jordan Times Wednesday. 

The Islamic Action Front iJAFj 
— scheduled to take a: (Inal deci- 
sion as to whether to participate in 
the upcoming general elections on 
Thursday — “will definitely boy- 
cott the elections," he asserted. 

According to Mr. Ahu Dia, "they 
(the 1AF) have not yet decided 
because they have their own deci- 
sion-making procedures, but. at the 
end of the day. since nut less than 
70 per cent of IAF members come 
from the Muslim Brolherhmxl, we 
are sure that the front will boycott.” 

~The other opposition parties will 
follow,” he added. 

The parties which announced 
their decision to boycott the elec- 
tions yesterday were the Jordanian 
People’s Democratic Parry 


(HashJ.i. the Jordan Arab Curstilu- 
rional FrunL the National Action 
Front and A I Ansar. 

In an cialu-paec document, these 
small -size parties cited the 1993 
peace treaty with Israel and govern- 
ment economic policies as die main 
impetus for their step. 

However, “there are hundreds of 
reasons, and the first is that there is 
no democracy." Hashd Secretary 
General Salem Nahhas asserted. 

Since the 1991 Madrid confer- 
ence. Jordan's foreign policy has 
been characterised by the “totaJ 
acceptance of IkS.-Israeli plans for 
the region." the four parties said in 
the statement, adding that “the 
Wadi Araha t accord ) lias produced 
sour fruit which people were forced 
to swallow against their interests, 
with no consideration lor the Pales- 
tinian cause and its national dimen- 
sion." 

“Ninety per cent of the people do 
not own more than fix e per cent of 
the country’s products, while 95 per 
cent (of all products) is owned by 
businessmen, parasite capitalists, 
and brokers." the statement said. 

Voicing their opposition to last 
summer's lift of state subsidies on 
bread, which provoked a 200 per 
cent hike in bread prices, the state- 
ment hashed the government for 
■■destroying and oppressing the 
people with 76 different taxes." 

Accusing previous governments 
of “forging public opinion under 
the banner of a formal democraci " 


and “using parliamentary majority 
as :t facade... for following rheir 
self-i merest s." the parties lamented 
a lack of "freedom of speech. Free- 
dom of the presN and freedom of 
association." 

They strongly criticised mid-May 
amendments to the Press and'Publi- 
cations Law. that, targeting mainly 
the yellow press and increasing the 
number of issues forbidden to 
report, raised die capital require- 
ments for newspaper and maga- 
zines and imposed higher sanctions 
lor violations of the law. 

“They (the government) have 
lightened the rope around the media 
in order to cause another tear in the 
social fabric." the four ponies' 
statement read. 

Declaring their "highest esteem 
for the Muslim Brotherhood's deci- 
sion to boycott the elections, which 
reflects the will of the biggest seg- 
ments of society." the parties said 
they followed "out of a sense of 
national responsibility.” as they 
“cannot convince the people that 
their problems cun be solved in Par- 
liament." 

“In all democracies. Parliament 
plays a major role in expressing the 
wishes and voicing the needs of the 
people, but here governments used 
the one- person, one- vote system to 
elect u fake parliament, which 
served as mere decoration.’’ Mr. 
Abu Dia said. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood has 
repeatedly warned that the 1993 


election law." which introduce .1 the 
one-person, one-uiie system short- 
ly before the election of the twelfth 
Parliament, "is ,i \ cry dangerous 
law for the future > *r this country." 
he added, 

The Islamists have i ippo.se J the 
one-person, onc-votc [nriuul:i on 
the grounds that it enci 'ttrages trib- 
alism and prcvcniN nppusnnm rep- 
resent al inn. 

Should the main opposition par- 
ties. grouped til the Higher Com- 
mittee for the Opposition Parties, 
reach a collective decision in 
favour of a general boycott of this - 
autunin's election-. Jordan's thir- 
teenth Parliament might include 
only tribal and pro-go\ eminent 
candidates. 

”1 do not see how there could be 
real democracy without the 
Islamists and opposition parties... 
Parliament would be only a decora- 
tion and the situation will deterio- 
rate more and more. ’ Mr. Abu Dia 
said. 

“We would reach an explosive 
point and nobody can tell what will 
happen." he admonished 

"When people arc fed up they 
might do anything." lie said. “1 
think neither the Muslim Brother- 
hood nor any othci organisation 
w’ould encourage it tan explosion i." 

"But the people themselves will 
gn to the .streets, and it will be diffi- 
cult to stop them.” Mr. Abu Dia 
concluded. 


University students stage protest 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — University of 
Jordan- students staged an 
on-campus demonstration 
and burned the Israeli flag 
to condemn anti-Lslamic 
posters, affixed by a Jewish 
settler in the WesL Bank 
town of Hebron, earlier this 
month. 

The participants also 
protested the verdict, hand- 
ed down Saturday against 
the 26-year old soldier. 
Ahmad Dakamseh. who 
was sentenced to life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour for the killing of 
seven Israeli schoolgirls on 
March 13. 

Photographers were not 
permitted to enter the cam- 
pus, which led participants 
to move outside the cam- 
pus where plainclothes and 
anti-riot police, with sticks 
and tear gas canisters, sur- 
rounded them and halted 
activity. 

During the procession, 
students affiliated with 
Islamic groups, carried 
both Jordanian and black 
flags and chanted slogans. 

Some women raised 
copies of the Holy Koran 
during the procession. 

The procession ended 
peacefully after a group of 
students set a tom Israeli 
flag ablaze. Police did not 
interfere to prevent them 
from doing so. 

“This procession express- 
es our wrath over Jewish 
acts against Muslims and 
Christians," stated Head of 




University of Jordan students stage demonstration in protest of recent anti-Islamic posters in Hebron as well as 
normalisation of ties with Israel (Reuter photo) 


the University of Jordan 
Students Union Mahmoud 
Saqour. 

“This demonstration also 
reflects our sympathy and 
support Ahmad Dakam- 
seh,” Mr. Saqour told the 
Jordan Times following the 


procession. "His act is a 
reflection of public opin- 
ion.” 

“We want to tell the 
world that there are thou- 
sands of Dokamsehs w ithin 
the Jordanian people." he 
added. 


■We also want to express 
our rejection of both the 
(Middle East) peace 
process and the normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel 
which the government is 
currently undertaking." Me. 
Saqour said. 


Students affiliated with 
Islamic political groups 
have won elections in the 
University of Jordan and 
have maintained their edge 
over other groups for the 
past several years. 


Breast cancer awareness week focuses on early detection 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Increasing 
awareness of the scientific 
and medical aspects of 
certain types of cancer 
and creating a change in 
societal attitudes and 
trends are some of the 
main goals of AJ Amal's 
Women’s Cancer Aware- 
ness Week. 

Encouraging self-exam- 
ination for signs of the 
disease and regular physi- 
cal check-ups are also top- 
ics slated for discussion 
during specialised semi- 
nars. 

The week will include 
radio and television inter- 
views with specialists as 
well as that of a woman 
who has recovered from 
the disease. Director of 
Public and International 
Relations at Al Amal 
Medical Centre Dina 
Ra’ad explained. 

Lectpres by specialists 
will also figure highly, she 
added. 

“Our aim is to spread 


awareness on a national 
level,” Ms. Ra'ad 
explained. “We will be 
giving lectures in Irbid as 
well as Amman." 

The Irbid lectures are 
being held in conjunction 
with the Rosary Sisters 
Hospital and the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology lJUST). she 
explained, and the lec- 
tures will be held at the 
Rosaiy Hospital. 

These lectures will con- 
centrate on different 
types of breast cancer as 
well as ways of detecting 
and treating them. Ms. 
Ra'ad slated. 

A lecture covering 
breast cancer and its early 
detection will be delivered 
by Dr. Rami Yaghan. and 
breast cancer treatment 
will be covered by Dr. 
Mohammed Khamash. 
both consultant surgeons 
at A! Amal Cancer Centre, 
Ms. Ra'ad said. 

The treatment of breast 
cancer will be detailed by 
surgeon, specialist and 
professor at the College of 


Medicine of the Universi- 
ty of Jordan Dr. Ghassan 
Farah’s lecture, she added. 

An educational film 
detailing methods of self- 
examination will be 
shown with Cancer Spe- 
cialist Rub Batoush 
inserting commentary, 
according to Ms. Ra'ad. 

Maha Kala'gi will illus- 
trate her own experience 
with the illness and the 
methods she used for its 
elimination, in a lecture 
entitled “uncommon peo- 
ple, one common goal.” 
she stated. 

Breast cancer is still 
regarded as one of the 
most terrifying diseases to 
affect women around the 
globe, specialists at Al 
Amal Centre said. 

On a national level. 500 
new cases are annually 
diagnosed in the King- 
dom, they affirmed. 

The American National 
Cancer Institute (ANCI) 
estimates that one out of 
every eight women will 
develop breast cancer dur- 
ing her lifetime. 


Research has not yet 
found any direct cause for 
the disease and most of 
the known risk factors are 
components over which 
women have little control, 
according to ANCI stud- 
ies. 

The Rotary Club of 
Amman often initiates 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Projects (BCAP) whose 
aim is to encourage early 
detection. 

Al Amal Cancer Centre 
is a charitable society, and 
is treated as a government 
hospital, according to 
Executive President of the 
General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) 
Abdullah Khatib. 

The Ministry of Health 
provides the hospital with 
equipment and other items 
through public tenders, he 
added. 

The centre has worked 
out on executive pro- 
gramme which includes a 
campaign to raise funds to 
cover die cost of cancer 
treatment. Dr. Khatib 
asserted. 


He confirmed that 
3.000-4.000 cases of can- 
cer are diagnosed in the 
Kingdom annually. 

Al Amal Centre, serving 
the region, maintains 
close contact with interna- 
tional research centres, 
according to Deputy 
Director for Planning and 
Administration of Al 
Amal Centre Lina Laiouf. 

The centre has been 
offering comprehensive 
health care programmes 
aimed at providing afford- 
able cancer treatment and 
surgery, she added. 

The centre is currently 
accepting memberships 
for an advanced health 
care programme in order 
to minister to people who 
develop cancer as well as 
help indigent persons who 
cannot independently 
afford the programme. 
Ms. Latouf explained. 

"It takes years for tis- 
sues to turn cancerous, 
and simple early detection 
can help save a life," Ms. 
Ra’ad concluded. 
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Bosnian Serb president 
kicked out of ruling party 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb President Bil- 
jana Plavsic has been 
thrown out of ruling Serb 
Democratic Party (SDS) by 
its hardline leadership, with 
whom she has been been 
locked in a bitter power 
struggle, the SRNA agency 
announced Sunday. 

Mrs. Plavsic's expulsion 
was voted by 66 members 
of the party’s 84-strong 
Leadership Committee, 
which met overnight in Pa- 
le. the administrative centre 
of the Republika Srpska 
(RS), the Bosnian Serb enti- 
ty. ... 

The committee ‘reiterated 
its call for Mrs. Plavsic to 
resign from her post as pres- 


ident of the RS and to trans- 
fer her powers to Vice- 
President Dragoijub Mirja- 
nic .” a statement said. 

“The Leadership Commit- 
tee has looked at Mrs. Plav- 
sic's position concerning 
the policy and programme 
of the party” the statement 
added. 

“Sixty-six of the 84 mem- 
bers of the Leadership 
Committee were present at 
the meeting. The 66 voted 
unanimously for the expul- 
sion Jof Mrs. Plavsic from 
the SDS.” 

Mrs. Plavsic has clashed 
with Serb hardliners since 
trying to sack the Bosnian 
Serb interior minister earlier 
this i month whom she 


accused of corruption. 

Her opponents are also 
angered by her apparent 
willingness to implement 
the 1995 Dayton Peace Ac- 
cords which ended Bosnia's 
43-month war and thwarted 
the Bosnian Serb goal of 
dividing the state into ethni- 
cally pure areas. 

Mis. Plavsic said in an 
interview to be published in 
the German magazine Der 
Spiegel Monday that she 
plans to have former Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
arrested on charges of em- 
bezzlement- She will not 
however hand him over to 
the U.N. War Crimes Tribu- 
nal, she said. 

; The president of the Serb- 


Sri Lanka opposition MP killed 


COLOMBO lR> — A par- 
liamentary deputy of Sri 
Lanka’s main opposition 
United National Party 
1 UNP) and five others were 
killed in an attack by gun- 
men near eastern Trinco- 
malee town Sunday, police 
said. 

They said UNP member 
of parliament Mohammed 
MoharooFs vehicle was 
attacked on a stretch of road 
between Trincomalee and 
the nearby beach resort of 
Nilaveli at about 10.30 a.m. 
(0430 GMT). 

The dead included Moha- 
roof’s driver, his body- 
guard. a colleague, a princi- 
pal of a local Muslim school 
and the driver’s four-year- 
old son. police said. 

Police blamed the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebels for the kil- 
ling. but declined to attri- 
bute a motive to the attack. 

“We are still making 
inquiries.” a police official 


said. 

The LTTE are fighting a 
13-y^ar-old war for an inde- 
pendent homeland for mi- 
nority Tamils in Sri Lanka's 
north and east 

The government says 
more; than 50.000 people 
have been killed in the war. 
The ; LITE puts the toll 
higher. 

Ub(P sources in the capital 
Colombo confirmed Moha- 
roof had died in the attack, 
but t)iey, too, stopped short 
of speculating why the law- 
maker was killed. 

Police said Moharoof was 
travelling in the Muslim- 
dominated area around 
Trincomalee, visitin g vil- 
lages where LTTE rebels 
had kidnapped fishermen in 
recent weeks. 

They said the lawmaker 
had met with local police to 
discuss villagers' safety just 
before he was killed. 

Moharoof, 58, was a 
deputy minister in the UNP 


government which lost 
power to the ruling People’s 
Alliance in 1994. 

He was the second parlia- 
mentary deputy to be killed 
this month in Trincomalee. 
260 kilometres east of 
Colombo. 

Arenas a] am Thangathu- 
rai, Trincomalee parliamen- 
tary deputy for the- Tamil 
United Liberation Front 
rrULF), died in a grenade 
attack on July 5. 

Thangathurai, who was 
killed while getting into his 
vehicle after inaugurating a 
new school building, was 
the eighth TULF leader to 
die in a series of political 
assassinations in as many 
years. 

jFour others, including the 
school principal, were also 
killed and 15 were wounded 
in the July 5 attack. 

: Police blamed the LTTE 
for Thangathurai's killing, 
but nobody has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 


Berisha, Socialists at impasse 
on new Albania government 


TIRANA (R) — Formation 
of a new government in 
Albania remained blocked 
Sunday because of a stand- 
off in which President Sali 
Berisha is withholding a 
decree that would convene 
parliament and the new 
Socialist majority is refus- 
ing to meet him. 

Mr. Berisha, whose De- 
mocratic Party suffered a 
resounding defeat in parlia- 
mentary elections on June 
29. has promised to resign 
once he has “fulfilled his 
constitutional obligations," 
but so far he has shown no 
sign of wishing to step 
down quickly. 

He met leaders of his De- 
mocrats and smaller parties 
Saturday to discuss when 
parliament should meet and 
who should be premier, but 
Socialist leaders said he no 
longer had the right to do 
so. 

“We are not going to meet 
President Sali Berisha be- 
cause his last act should be 
convening the parliament." 
Socialist Party Organising 
Secretary Namik Dokle told 


Reuters. 

“It is not up to him to 
launch talks on the new go- 
vernment and it is absurd to 
ask the other parties which 
won less than two per cent 
(of the vote) about the next 
prime minister." 

Mr. Dokle said that, in the 
Socialists' view, Mr. Beri- 
sha was just one of the 155 
deputies in parliament. 

Mr. Berisha's Socialist 
Party opponents and their 
coalition allies won a total 
of 1 17 seats, to the Democ- 
rats' 27. 

The president has indicat- 
ed that he would prefer the 
interim prime minister, 
Bashkim Fino. to stay on as 
head of government rather 
than Socialist leader Fatos 
Nano, the party’s preferred 
candidate. 

Mr. Nano threatened that, 
if Mr. Berisha refused to 
convene parliament, the as- 
sembly would meet without 
waiting for a presidential 
decree. 

“He should observe the 
promise he made, namely to 
resign once the parliament 


is convened," Mr. Nano told 
the daily newspaper Gazeta 
Shqiptare. 

He was quoted as saying 
that the Democratic Party's 
election defeat meant they 
no longer had any right to 
discuss the next govern- 
ment. 

“We want to remind them 
we won two thirds of parlia- 
ment and it’s up to us to 
decide the future of the 
country... Berisha is a politi- 
cian of the past, an old 
political factor, responsible 
for the destruction of the 
state." he added. 

Mr. Berisha's government 
resigned in March at the 
height of unrest which fol- 
lowed the collapse of get- 
rich-quick pyramid invest- 
ment schemes. Much of the 
country is still ruled by 
armed gangs. 

Diplomats who have urged 
a new government to get to 
work say they are concerned 
that there may be no prime 
minister to attend a donors' 
meeting in Rome at the end 
of July to discuss aid for the 
shattered country. 


Malaysian influence in Pacific is 
increasing — Australian report 


CANBERRA iR) — Malaysian influence 
over South Pacific countries is increasing as 
its timber firms help prop up some regional 
rulers, while other states look to Kuala 
Lumpur to counter Australian dominance, a 
secret Australian government report warns. 

The 93-page briefing for Treasurer Peter 
Costello said Malaysian logging interests 
helped Solomon Islands leader Solomon 
Mamaloni remain a political force and had 
also supported Papua New Guinea leaders. 

Fiji had sought closer ties with Malaysia 
in a bid to counter Australia's dominance of 
the South Pacific, said the document pre- 
pared by treasury officials with the help of 
the Foreign Affairs Department and securi- 
ty agencies. 

It was drafted for Mr. Costello as a brief- 
ing for the summit of economic ministers 
from the 16-member South Pacific Forum 
in the tropical resort town of Cairns earlier 
this month. 

Pubhcation by Reuters of some details of 
the briefing — which also outlined embar- 
rassing personal habits of Mr. Costello’s 15 
guests — has sparked a political and diplo- 
matic row for Australia’s Liberal-National 
government. 

The paper says the Solomon Islands faced 
economic crisis, but Mr. Mamaloni was an 
obstacle to much-needed economic re- 


forms. 

It said his political power was shored up 
by the backing of unnamed Malaysian log- 
ging companies. 

“Mamaloni's... dealings with loggers and 
others enable him to continue to dominate 
Solomon Islands politics." it says. 

The paper says the Solomons government 
is behind on payments to local banks and 
businesses and foreign creditors. 

It warns logging revenues, which have 
propped up government finances, will dry 
up around 2005 because of exploitation. 

The briefing also says Papua New 
Guinea's former prime minister. Sir Julius 
Chan — ousted in last month’s national 
election — had benefited from dealings 
with Malaysian logging companies. 

It warns Papua New Guinea politicians* 
persona] interests will hamper efforts to 
combat abuses in the forestry sector. 

"The government continues to drag its 
feet on reforming large scale abuses in sec- 
tors such as forestry because of politicians* 
personal interests.” the briefing says. 

Papua New Guinea's parliament is due to 
choose a new premier Tuesday and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Chris 
Haiveta — who the report says was in- 
volved in Sir Julius’ logging dealings — is 
a strong contender. 


run part of Bosnia told the 
magazine that “Karadzic 
and his friends" were res- 
ponsible for massive cor- 
ruption and profiteering 
throughout the 1992-95 
Bosnian War. 

Mrs. Plavsic said her one- 
time political ally was pro- 
viding “political protection" 
to "dozens of companies” 
who do not declare duties 
on goods coming in from 
neighbouring countries 
principally Serbia. 

“His activities have grown 
since I became president 
and all this is to the detri- 
ment of our famished popu- 
lation.” she said. 


U.S. police 
rescue 62 
deaf-mute 
Mexicans 
from virtual 
slavery 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Police here discovered two 
apartments where 62 deaf- 
mute undocumented Mexi- 
can migrants were living, 
forced to work against their 
will in virtual slavery to 
pay off their smugglers. 

Police found the Mexi- 
cans — among them 10 
children between the ages 
of four months and seven 
years — living in two small 
apartments divided into 
cubicles. New York Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani told 
reporters Saturday. 

‘It appears as if there was 
one man and possibly more 
who were holding a num- 
ber of (subjects) in bon- 
dage and virtual slavery 
after bringing them over 
from Mexico,” Mr. Giu- 
liani said. 

“He wjas ... taking advan- 
tage of people with disabil- 
ities the mayor said. 

The adults, 30 women 
and 22 men, seem to have 
been physically abused. 
Mr. Giuliani said. 

Police were questioning 
at least one suspect, but 
were having difficulties 
communicating with the 
migrants, said Mary De- 
bourbon at the New York 
district attorney’s office. 

Few of the adults can 
communicate in Spanish 
and very few of them 
understand sign language, 
Ms. Debourbon said. 

The apartment was locat- 
ed in the Hispanic Jackson 
Heights neighbourhood in 
New York. 

Forty-four of the people 
were living in an apartment 
designed for seven or eight 
people, and 18 more were 
living in another small 
nearby apartment Mr. Giu- 
liani said. 

The apartment rooms 
were filled with bunkbeds. 
mattresses and sleeping 
bags were the migrants 
slept. 

The adults had apparently 
been forced to work for 
long hours as trinket ven- 
dors to pay off their smug- 
glers, authorities said. 

Four of the adult mig- 
rants somehow escaped 
from the apartments before 
sunrise Saturday and made 
it to the nearest police sta- 
tion, where they communi- 
cated their stories with dif- 
ficulty to the officers on 
duty. 

A woman in the group, 
according to police, pro- 
duced a long letter written 
in Spanish that detailed the 
story of how the group was 
smugled across the United 
States-Mexico border, gi- 
ven work as peddlers, then 
forced to turn their earn- 
ings over to the smugglers. 

A Spanish-speaking 
neighbour said the deaf 
migrants told her they were 
friends from a school for 
the deaf in Mexico, accord- 
ing to news reports. 

This is the first incidence 
in New York of undocu- 
mented migrants who work 
as indentured servants and 
are also deaf-mutes. Ms. 
Debourbon said. 


SEOUL (AFP) — A U.S. 
delegation led by former 
U.S. ambassador to Seoul 
James Laney arrived in 
Pyongyang Sunday to dis- 
cuss peace on the Korean 
Peninsula, reports said. 

Accompanied by former 
Senator Sam Nunn, Mr. La- 
ney’s entourage flew into 
the famine-stricken Com- 
munist nation on a military 
plane from a U.S. base in 
Japan, Yonhap News Agen- 
cy said. 

The trip is “strictly” on a 
persona] level, although Mr. 
Laney and Mr. Nunn will 
stress the importance of key 
preliminary peace talks set 
for New York on Aug. 5, a 
South Korean Foreign Mi- 
nistry official told Yonhap. 

Mr. Laney and Mr. Nunn 
will meet top Pyongyang 


officials, but they will not 
negotiate on behalf of the 
U.S. government, Yonhap 
said. Mr. Laney ’s entourage 
will stop in Seoul after their 
three-day stay. 

It was not known immedi- 
ately whether the U.S. dele- 
gation would see the 
North’s reclusive leader 
Kim Jong-II, who has yet to 
formally assume top posts 
held by his father who died 
three years ago. 

Tension increased bet- 
ween die two Koreas with a 
border clash last Wednes- 
day. in which several North 
Korean soldiers were in- 
jured. The incident sparked 
fears of a backlash against a 
U.S. drive to get Pyongyang 
back to the negotiating 
table. 

On Saturday, Pyongyang’s 


official newspaper Rodong 
Shinmun slammed the 23- 
minute firefight in the 
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) 
as “a disguised hostile act 
for the provocation of a 
war.” 

“We want peace. But we 
have no intention to pardon 
even the provokers," the 
newspaper said, warning the 
North would take a “self-de- 
fensive, retaliatory strike.” 

The warning, carried by 
the Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) monitored 
in Seoul, followed a letter in 
which Mr. Kim Jong-II pro- 
mised to improve ties with 
Washington and Japan. 

In the letter dated July 13 
and carried by the Japanese 
media. Mr. Kim also said it 
was Pyongyang's “unchan- 
ged stance" to implement 


‘Mr. Clean’ leads race for S. Korea 
ruling party presidential candidate 


SEOUL (AFP) — Former 
judge Lee Hoi-Chang, run- 
ning under a ‘Mr. Clean’ 
banner, is leading contender 
in the six-man battle Mon- 
day to be the South Korean 
ruling party’s presidential 
election candidate. 

The New Korea Party 
(NKP) candidate for the De- 
cember poll will be decided 
by 12,395 delegates at a 
convention in Seoul’s 
Olympic Gymnasium. 

The winner will face vet- 
eran opposition politician 
Kim Dae-Jung. 73, of the 
National Congress for New 
Politics party (NCNP) and 
third-runner, Kim Jong-PiJ, 
7 1 . of the Conservative op- 
position United Liberal De- 
mocrats. 

Mr. Lee’s “Mr. Clean” re- 
putation in an administra- 
tion rocked by repeated cor- 
ruption scandals and the jai- 
ling of the president's own 
son for graft helped him 
gamer 36 per cent of sup- 
port among NKP delegates, 
final opinion polls showed 
Sunday. 

“I am the only candiale 


l 


who can introduce a clean 
olitical atmosphere," the 
bnner Supreme Court 
judge, 62. said in a speech 
Sunday. 

He also promised to lift 
the ruling party out of a 
morass of financial scandals 
and Gki province which sur- 
rounds the crucial Seoul 
electorate, had 16 per cent 
according to the polls. 

Mr. Rhee, at 52 the youn- 
gest contender, has leaned 
heavily on the image of an 
untainted lawyer-turned po- 
litician. He is also popular 
with the younger generation 
of delegates. 

But the younger candi- 
date’s chances were hit at 
tiie weekend when some of 
President Kim Young-Sam’s 
loyalists favoured Lee Hoi- 
Chang. 

Mr. Lee has earned the 
nickname “Bamboo Pole” 
for his uncomprising atti- 
tude. But he was sacked as 
prime minister in 1994 for 
standing up to the president 
on matters of principle. 

The judge made a political 
comeback in 1 996 and took 


the helm of the ruling party 
this year in a move orches- 
trated fay the president to 
head off an internal party 
crisis. 

Mr. Lee is widely seen as 
the strongest presidential 
hopeful who could easily 
beat the two opposition 
“Kims" in the December 
election. 

But with no single NKP 
candidate expected to 
secure a majority of votes 
Monday, observers did not 
rule out the possibility of a 
last-minute rebellion by a 
party faction controlled by 
the president. 

If no-one secures 50 per 
cent of votes Monday, the 
winner will be decided in a 
second round of voting 
between the top two con- 
tenders. 

The six NKP contenders 
also include former Prime 
Minster Lee Soo-Sung, se- 
nior lawmaker Kim Deog- 
Ryong, Conservative fac- 
tion leader Lee Han-Dong 
and former Seoul Mayor 
Choe Byung-Yul. 

The beleagured president 


Russian-U.S. crew carry out repairs on Mir 


MOSCOW (Rj — The 
Russian- American crew car- 
ried out repairs Sunday to 
make the stricken space sta- 
tion Mir more stable and 
were then given the rest of 
the day off. 

Officials at Mission Cont- 
rol near Moscow told Inter- 
fax News Agency the three- 
man crew had fixed another 
of the gyrodine devices 
which keep Mix’s solar pan- 
els lined up on the sun and 
are vital for steady orienta- 
tion. 

Efforts to repair one more 
gyrodine had failed but eight 
of the station’s 12 gyrodines 
were now working, they 
said. 

Despite this success, 
Russian space officials were 
expected to announce Mon- 
day that more important and 
risky repairs to fix the power 
supply, damaged in a colli- 
sion on June 25, wifi be car- 
ried out by a crew due to 
arrive on Mir on Aug. 7. 

*1 think it is better for us 
not to propose to this crew 


that they go out into open 
space as there is only a little 
time until the next expedi- 
tion and the lads are tired." 
Mission Director Vladimir 
Solovyov said Saturday. 

“They have been through a 
lot, something which has a 
serious effect on a person's 
pyschology,” he said in a 
television interview. 

Interfax said the crew had 
a video link-up with Mission 
Control Sunday morning 
and added: “Mission Control 
declared July 20 a rest day 
on the station." 

Crew Commander Vasily 
Tsibliyev. flight engineer 
Alexander Lazutkin and 
NASA physicist Michael 
Foale have been dogged by a 
jinx-) ike series of problems. 

About half of Mir’s power 
was lost during the collision 
during a manual docking 
manoeuvre on June 25 
which punctured a module 
attached to the II -year-old 
space station. Mir has been 
limping through space ever 
since. 


Repairing the power sup- 
ply will require entering the 
airless module and working 
in space suits for several 
hours. If the operation goes 
wrong, Russian space offi- 
cials say the crew doing the 
repairs may have to abandon 
ship. 

Problems have continued 
since the collision. An 
unidentified liquid leaked 
into space, tests showed Mr. 
Tsibliyev had an irregular 
heartbeat and one of the 
crew caused a computer to 
crash last Thursday by 
pulling out a wrong cable. 

The computer crash, which 
plunged the sprawling craft 
into darkness and left it spin- 
ning in space, was fixed 
Friday. 

Crew Commander Tsibli- 
yev, 43, was due Sunday to 
have more medical tests. 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

U.S. officials at Mission 
Control said Mr. Foale 
hoped to use Sunday to con- 
tinue experiments which 


have been interrupted on the 
impact of space flight on the 
internal clock of beetles. 

Mr. Tsibliyev and Mr. 
Lazutkin, 39, are scheduled 
to return to Earth on Aug. 26. 
with Mr. Foale, who is 40, 
returning aboard a U.S. shut- 
tle in September. 

Russian cosmonauts Pavel 
Vinogradov and Anatoly 
Solovyov are in training out- 
side Moscow at Zvyozdny 

Gorodok to undertake the 
repair work and are duetto 
blast off for Mir on Aug- 5. 

The problems on Mir. 
which was originally expect- 
ed to have a usueful lifespan 
of about five years, have 
raised doubts about its fuauv 
and that of Russian coopera- 
tion in space with the United 
States and other nations. 

Asked if the United States 
would end its participation in 
the Mir project, U.I>. 
President Bill Clinton said 
last Thursday that it 'vas too 
soon for him to draw a con ‘ 
elusion. 



A nurse feeds malnourished children in an orphanange in Wonsan, Kangwon province in hunger-stricken North 
Korea. Floods that devastated much of the North's farmland and industrial bases in 1995 and 1996 have worsened 
already severe food shortages (Reuter photo) 

Former envoy leads U.S. delegation into N. Korea 


commitments made in the 
1994 agreement with Wa- 
shington. 

Under the 1994 accord, 
Pyongyang and Washington 
are engaged in rapproche- 
ment talks. Washington has 
promised economic assis- 
tance in return for Pyong- 
yang’s agreement to freeze 
its we a pons -grade nuclear 
programme. 

Mr. Kim admitted in his 
letter that his country was 
faced with “temporary obs- 
tacles” partly due to “yean 
of natural disasters nation- 
wide.” Japan's Jiji Press 
said. 

North Korea, hit by acute 
food shortages after two 
years of severe flooding, is 
seeking to improve ties with 
Washington and Tokyo in a 
move to get foreign aid 


has so far been neutral, lea- 
ving the race open. Mr. Kim 
Young Sam took office in 
1993 with the help of his 
jailed predecessor. RohTae- 
Woo and is barred from run- 
ning for a second term. 

The election contest has 
heated up since the arrest of 
the president's son and the 
involvement of party mem- 
bers in the loans-for-kick- 
backs scandal prompted by 
the collapse of the Hanbo 
conglomerate. 

The scandal revealed high- 
level corruption, resulting in 
the arrest of 11 prominent 
figures including several of 
Mr. Kim's associates. 

The presidential election 
race kicked off in early June 
when Mr. Kim Dae-Jung 
was nominated as the candi- 
date of the NCNP. for his 
fourth presidential bid. 

The NCNP chief has 
uiged the smaller right- 
wing ULD to back his can- 
didacy in a joint fight 
against the ruling party, but 
ULD leader Kim Jong-Pil 
has so far shown no real 
interest in joining forces. 
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An dderiy woman, bent double from a lifetime of work in the paddy fields, casts her vote in a tillage on the out- 
skirts of Hanoi Sunday. Vietnam held elections for an enlarged 450-seat National Assembly; but little has been left 
to chance as all 663 candidates have been officially approved (Reuter photo) 


Vietnam goes to the polls in upset-free elections 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
held elections Sunday for an 
enlarged 450-seat National 
Assembly, but little was 
being left to chance as the 
country's 40-million voters 
went to the polls. 

Across Hanoi residents 
were woken to the sound of 
stirring music from the city- 
wide megaphone network 
and messages instructing 
people on how to fulfil their 
civic duties. 

Outside the city's 1.540 
polling stations, middle- 
aged women in traditional 
sOk dress encouraged pas- 
sers-by to participate in the 
official atmosphere of fes- 
tivity. 

Little was being left to 
chance in whai amounted to 
elections for a parliament 
with limited powers and no 
opposition. 

All 663 candidates were 
officially approved. Most 


are members of the ruling 
Communist Party, and 202 
are women — complying 
accurately with suite direc- 
tives aimed at ensuring they 
occupy around 30 per cent 
of parliamentary seats. 

Nonetheless. Vietnam’s 
Communist Party chief. Do 
Muoi. told reporters at an 
early morning voting ses- 
sion that democracy was 
growing in Vietnam every 
day. He also brushed aside 
local newspaper claims of 
official cheating. 

'‘We have conducted so 
far nine assembly elections, 
and no cheating has been 
noticed," he said, adding: 
"And the candidates do nut 
have to spend money to buy 
votes." 

The total budget for Sun- 
day’s nationwide elections 
and campaigning was about 
$17,000. amounting to a lit- 
tle over $25 per candidate. 


Vietnam's National As- 
sembly elections are held 
every five years, and are 
touted us a mechanism 
aimed at allowing ordinary 
people a say in the selection 
of grass-roots parliamentary 
representatives chosen by 
the state. 

The assembly meets twice 
each year, for a month, to 
discuss government legisla- 
tion and vote on nominees 
for cabinet and top slate 
positions. 

It has traditionally been 
seen as compliant. But in an 
unusually direct editorial 
Sunday a Ho Chi Minh City 
news journal said changing 
limes in Vietnam required a 
more mature legislature, 
and one more in touch with 
popular opinion. 

“As it integrates into the 
global community, Vietnam 
cannot feel satisfied with 
where it is now," the Tuoi 


Tre newspaper said. 

"The opinions (of Natio- 
nal Assembly deputies 
could be more powerful if 
new ideas are expressed, 
and if these are a result of 
refined wisdom and the ini- 
tiatives of many people.” 

The new assembly is 
scheduled to meet for the first 
time in September when it 
will vote on the appointment 
of successors to President Le 
Due Anh. 76, and Prime 
Minister Do Muoi. 74, and 
approve a new cabinet. 

Despite media warnings 
of the need for vigilance 
against “bad elements" who 
might'' try to upset the elec- 
tions, police in Hanoi. Hue 
and Ho Chi Minh City said 
no incidents had been 
reported during morning 
voting. 

Election officials said re- 
sults were expected Tues- 
day or Wednesday. 


Senior Beijing official to visit Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AFP) — A high- 
ranking Chinese official is 
scheduled to visit here next 
month on a trip Taiwan 
authorities hope will help 
improve ties between Taipei 
and Beijing, a report said 
Sunday. 

Liu Gangqi. deputy secre- 
tary general of China's As- 
sociation for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Straits 
(ARATS), is to attend an 
academic seminar slated for 
Aug. 4-5 in Taipei, die 
Economic Daily New s said. 

ARATS is a body set up 
by Beijing to handle civil 
contacts between Taiwan 
and China in the absence of 
official links. 

The seminar on China's 
modernisation is sponsored 


by a foundation led by 
Wang Sheng. a senior advi- 
sor to President Lee Teng- 
Hui. 

Officials said exchanges 
of high-level visits should 
help resume the dialogue 
which was unilaterally sus- 
pended by Beijing follow- 
ing Mr. Lee’s landmark visit 
to the United States in mid- 
1995. the paper said. 

The U.S. trip infuriated 
Beijing which accused Mr. 
Lee of pushing the island 
further away from the moth- 
erland. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Lee him- 
self met with former U.S. 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole Sunday and turned 
down the "one coontry. two 
systems" formula China has 


proposed for unification 
with island, the Presidential 
Office said. 

"The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) Is a sovereign state 
eager for freedom and 
democracy,” Mr. Lee said 
when meeting with Mr. 
Dole. 

Hong Kong returned to 
China under the "one coun- 
try, two systems” design on 
July 1 this year, ending 156 
years of British rule. 

Beijing now wants the 
Nationalist island to reunite 
with the mainland under the 
same system. China has 
regarded Taiwan as a rene- 
gade province since the 
Nationalists fled to the 
island offer a civil war in 
1949. 


Both Taipei and Beijing 
have called for reunification 
but od different terms. 

Mr. Lee thanked Mr. Dole 
for his longstanding support 
for Taiwan. In the U.S. Se- 
nate, Mr. Dole has argued 
Taipei should join the Uni- 
ted Nations. 

Taiwan has been shut out 
of the U.N. since it awarded 
the China seat to Beijing in 
1971. 

Mr. Dole, the former 
majority leader of ibe U.S. 
Senate and the 1996 Repub- 
lican presidential candidate, 
arrived in Taiwan Saturday 
for a five-day visit. 

Mr. Dole is to make a 
speech Monday on U.S. 
relations with Asia in the 
next century. 


Fighting flares in wake of Cambodian talks 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Fighting flared in northern 
Cambodia Sunday and 
civilians were preparing to 
flee to neighbouring 
Thailand a day after govern- 
ment leader Hun Sen reject- 
ed regional efforts to medi- 
ate in Cambodia’s crisis. 

Ousted Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh arrived in 
Singapore for talks with 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong after warning that Mr. 
Hun Sen's rejection of an 
Association South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN » 
mediation attempt would 
bring about isolation, an 
end to democracy and a 
return to war. 

A Thai army officer based 
in northeastern Thailand 
near the border with 
Cambodia said preparations 
were being made to receive 
an influx of refugees from 
Cambodia if fighting there 
worsened. 

"We heard fighting today 
but we don't yet have a 
report about which factions 
are involved,” the officer 
told Reuters. 

The baffle was in the area 
of Samroug town which had 
been held by royalist forces 
loyal to ousted First Prime 
Minister Prince Rajiariddh. 

Government officials 
under Mr. Hun Sen said in 
Phnom Penh Saturday that 
Mr. Hun Sen’s forces had 
taken pan of the town and 


talks with royalist comman- 
ders were underway. 

The Thai officer said 
Cambodian civilians were 
preparing to seek refuge in 
Thailand and would be 
allowed to cross the border if 
the situation became serious. 

“There are a number of 
Cambtxlian people near the 
border crossing point but 1 
can't estimate how many" 
ihe officer said. “For the 
lime being they're safe, the 
fighting is deep inside 
Cambodia near Samrong." 
Samrong is 320 kilometres 
northwest of Phnom Penh 
and 30 kilometres from the 
Thai border. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted 
Prince Ranariddh on July 6 
after iwo days of battles in 
the capital. Their farces in 
northern Cambodia began 
fighting soon after and roy- 
alist troops were quickly 
pushed back towards 
Samrong. 

On Saturday Mr. Hun Sen 
dismissed a push by the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
open talks on Cambodia's 
latest strife. A high-level 
ASEAN team left Phnom 
Penh saying it would cease 
its efforts. 

Cambodia was in line to 
have joined ASEAN at the 
group's annual meetings in 
Kuala Lumpur this week. 
But Mr. Hun Sen's coup 
against Prince Ranariddh 


put that plan on hold. 

Since ousting Prince Rana- 
riddh Mr. Hun Sen has repea- 
tedly told foreign countries to 
stay out of Cambodia's 
affairs, but he said he would 
meet U.S. envoy Stephen 
Solarz if he were asked to. 

Mr. Solarz, formerly a key 
player in U.S. policy in the 
region, will try to develop a 
“coherent initiative" on 
Cambodia in talks with 
Asian leaders this week, a 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman said earlier. 

Former battlefield foes. 
Prince Ramiriddh and Mr. 
Hun Sen were forced into a 
coalition as dual prime min- 
isters after U.N. -supervised 
elections in 1993 which 
Prince Ranariddh won. 

A long-running row over 
power sharing was inflamed 
this year by disagreement 
over how to handle the dis- 
integrating Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla group. Both men 
saw gains, political and mil- 
itary. in wooing Khmer 
Rouge defectors to their 
sides. 

Mr. Hun Sen justified his 
coup against Prince Rana- 
riddh by saying the prince 
was smuggling Khmer 
Rouge defectors into 
Phnom Penh to strengthen 
his forces. Prince Ranariddh 
denied he was doing so. 

Human rights workers in 
Phnom Penh said Sunday 
they had found no Khmer 


Rouge among the captured 
royalist troops they had 
been allowed to talk to. 

The rights workers said 
they hud documented 40 
cases of extrajudicial 
killings in the wake of Mr. 
Hun Sen’s takeover. The vic- 
tims were military, police 
and government officials 
loyal to Prince Ranariddh. 

On Saturday in Thailand, 
Prince Ranariddh, a son of 
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
denounced Mr. Hun Seii for 
rejecting ASEAN's peace 
efforts. 

*'ln rejecting ASEAN 
mediation. I think Hun Sen 
is now isolating Cambodia 
by himself.” 

"Now I'm really afraid, 
we will have again a civil 
war in my country." said 
Prince Ranariddh in his first 
news conference in the 
region since his overthrow. 
Prince Ranariddh left cam- 
bodia for France on the eve 
of the fighting. 

Meanwhile. Southeast 
Asian countries fell “help- 
less" after the rejection of a 
mediation offer by Cambo- 
dia's Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, analysts said 
Sunday. 

The main regional group, 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
was angry at Mr. Hun Sea’s 
rebuff,' but will not make 
strife-tom Cambodia a long- 
term pariah, they added. 


Afghan opposition claims 
major victory over Taleban 


KABUL (AFP) — The Af- 
ghan opposition alliance 
said Sunday it had captured 
a provincial city and a key- 
air base north of Kabul, 
dealing a major blow to the 
Taleban Islamic administra- 
tion in the capital. 

The alliance said it had 
inflicted major casualties on 
the Taleban. It followed up 
the success — which the 
Taleban denied — by im- 
mediately launching air 
raids on Kabul. 

Forces loyal to Ahmad 
Shah Masood. a top military 
commander in the adminis- 
tration ousted by the Tal- 
eban. launched an attack 
late Saturday and secured 
Charikar, capital of Parwan 
province, and the nearby 
B a gram Air Base Sunday 
morning. 

Bagram is just 50 kilome- 
tres from Kabul and would 
be an important launch pad 
for any campaign to retake 
the Afghan capital which 
fell to the Taleban last Sep- 
tember. 

The puritanical Muslim 
militia now controls around 
two thirds of Afghanistan 
but recent attempts to take 
remaining opposition areas 
in the north have been 
fought back. 

u!s 

hurricane 
downgraded 
to tropical 
storm 

MIAMI (AFP) — Weather 
officials here have down- 
graded the once-feared 
Hurricane Danny, which 
claimed two lives after bat- 
tering the U.S. Gulf Coast 
for days, to the status of a 
tropical storm. 

However they also 
warned residents not to be- 
come complacent: Floods 
resulting from a tropical 
storm of similar intensity 
that hit the region in 1994 
killed 30 people, they said. 

At 3 a.rn. (0700 GMT) 
Sunday the eye of the trop- 
ical storm Danny was loca- 
ted off coastal Alabama, 24 
kilometres southwest of 
Pensacola, Florida, accord- 
ing to James Lewis Free at 
the National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami. 

Police late Friday found 
the body of an unidentified 
man in a damaged sailboat 
in Fort Morgan, a commu- 
nity just south of Mobile. 
Another person died in 
Pirate’s Cove, Alabama, ac- 
cording to news reports. 

Winds dropped from a 
high of 120-kilometres an 
hour early Saturday to 96 
kilometres an hour early 
Sunday, Mr. Free said. 

“The winds probably 
won't be a major problem 
from now on, but we expect 
flooding to be a major con- 
cern.” Mr. Free said. 

Torrential rains continued 
to pound the coasts of Loui- 
siana, Mississippi. Alabama 
and Florida's western pan- 
handle as the storm crawled 
northeast at a speed of 4.8 
kilometres an hour. 

Roofs were ripped off 
houses and trees uprooted 
trees in Gulfs bore, Alaba- 
ma, some 40 kilometres 
southeast of the port city of 
Mobile, Alabama. 

Alabama emergency au- 
thorities reported that a rail- 
road crossing collapsed in 
the southwestern part of the 
state when heavy rains un- 
dermined the crossing 
foundation. 

Water, more thaD wind, 
posed the greater threat to 
coastal areas. On the hurri- 
cane’s eastern curve, mod- 
erate to strong thunder- 
storms spread in a radius of 
more than 300 kilometres. 

Some 1,500 people were 
evacuated from southern 
Alabama, according to the 
Federal Emergency Ma- 
nagement Agency (FEMA). 
Eleven shelters were set up 
in western Florida to take in 
those leaving their homes in 
a voluntary evacuation area. 

In 1994 floods resulting 
from Tropical Storm Alber- 
to, which never reached hur- 
ricane status, killed 30 peo- 
ple in southwest Georgia. 


“Charikar and Bagram 
have been totally captured 
in a major offensive." anti- 
Taleban spokesman Abdul- 
lah told AFP. 

"The Taleban have suf- 
fered incredible human 
losses,” Mr. Abdullah ad- 
ded. 

The Taleban admitted 
there was heavy fighting but 
denied the loss of Bagram 
and Charikar. which is 64 
kilometres north of Kabul. 

Correspondents were pre- 
vented from passing a Tale- 
ban checkpost on the road 
from Kabul to Bagram Air 
Base. 

"We still control Bagram 
Air Base and Charikar,” 
insisted Taleban comman- 
der Abdullah Khaliq. 

He said the Taleban had 
deliberately retreated to en- 
tice Mr. Masood’s men into 
a trap. Mr. Khaliq claimed 
the Taleban were advancing 
north again. 

However many civilians 
were riding tractors and 
trailers loaded high with be- 
longings, fleeing the fight- 
ing around Bagram for Ka- 
bul. 

"Our village was coming 
under heavy shellfire from 
the attacking side. We had 
no choice but to totally eva- 


HONG KONG ( R i — Hong 
Kong's new China-backed 
rulers face mounting chal- 
lenges over the legality of 
the territory's Beijing- 
appointed legislature, a 
crackdown on young 
Chinese immigrants and the 
suspension of labour laws. 

Legal and political ex- 
perts warned Sunday any 
ruling by Hong Kong courts 
in favour of the establish- 
ment will cast doubt on the 
region's rule of law and 
judicial independence. 

Trouble has gathered pace . 
since Hong Kong's return to 
China on July 1 and the 
swearing-in of the Beijing- 
backed provisional legisla- 
ture. which some pro-de- 
mocracy figures and legal 
experts have attacked as 
illegal. 

The body, which replaced 
an elected chamber on July 
1, has since passed a gov- 
ernment-sponsored law 
enacting new hurdles for 
Chinese children wanting to 
join their Hong Kong-resi- 
dent parents here. 

Pro-democracy figures 
and the Hong Kong Bar As- 
sociation, a grouping of se- 
nior lawyers, have slammed 
the ruling because Hong 
Kong's post-handover con- 
stitution gives residency 
rights to these children. 

More than 100 lawyers 
have offered help free of 
charge to hundreds of chil- 
dren who are now threat- 
ened with deportation to the 
mainland on grounds that 


MADRID (R) — The gov- 
ernment of Spain's Basque 
region called on ETA guerril- 
las Saturday to "follow the 
example" of the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) and 
declare a truce. 

The appeal for an end to 
ETA's campaign of terror 
was issued one week after a 
killing by Basque separatists 
sparked national outrage. 

It came on the same day 
that bells rang out from 
churches and town halls 
across Spain in continuing 
protest against the murder of 
Miguel Angel Blanco, a 
Basque town councillor. 

Declaring that "the deci- 
sion is clearly in ETA’s 
hands." Basque leaders 
issued their plea for an 
"indefinite truce" shortly 
after the IRA announced a 
new truce to take effect in 
Northern Ireland at mid-day 
Sunday. 

“The- public outcry of the 
past week points precisely in 
that direction” Basque 
Interior Minister Juan Maria 
Atutxa said. 

Millions of Spaniards, 
incensed by the murder of an 
ordinary, low-ranking func- 
tionary, have taken to the 
streets in recent days to vent 


cuate.” said one evacuee. 

As he spoke two Talcban- 
piioted MI- 24 helicopter 
eunships flew low overhead 
in the wake of a jet fighter 
to land at Kabul Airport. 
This air support under- 
scored the seriousness of 
this fighting, analysis noted. 

Meanwhile, at least seven 
people were killed and 12 
wounded in a raid by a lone 
aircraft on suburban Kabul 
at midday Sunday, residents 
at the scene near the city's 
airport said. 

"Most of the dead and 
wounded came from a 
house where the owner was 
hosting a lunch for his 
friends and relatives" one 
said. 

The bombs hit the roof of 
the two -storey concrete 
house in the Khair Khanu 
district and relatives and 
neighbours were digging 
through the rubble in a 
search for survivors, wit- 
nesses said. 

As the aircraft flew over 
the capital, Taleban guns 
erupted with anti-aircraft 
fire, but the thumps of the 
bombs exploding all but 
drowned out the charter of 
small arms fire. 

Sunday's midday raid 
took place less than 12 


they entered illegally. 

"If the court were to rule 
in favour (of the provisional 
legislature or the new im- 
migration law) that would 
be a sign that the courts are 
not going to be all that rele- 
vant in the governance of 
Hong Kong” said law 
Professor Nihal Jayawick- 
rama. 

The English-language 
South China Morning Post 
voiced a similar warning 
over the weekend. 

"Any doubts and cracks in 
the system of rule of law. on 
the exercise of lawful rights 
of individuals... will be 
costly. And everyone will 
have to pay,” the newspaper 
said. 

Hanging heavily over 
Hong Kong was also a dis- 
pute between the establish- 
ment and labour rights 
groups after the provisional 
legislature suspended three 
labour laws, enacted by the 
previous chamber shortly 
before it was disbanded. 

The Jaws had given col- 
lective bargaining rights to 
unions and allowed use oF 
union funds for political 
activities. 

Local labour groups, 
backed by international 
unions, have vowed to chal- 
lenge the freeze, which was 
presented to the chamber by 
the government of Hong 
Kong leader Tung Chee- 
Hwa. 

"We have to exert as 
much pressure as possible 
before October, when the 


their anger. Pope John Paul II 
and other world leaders have 
also condemned the killing. 

Mr. Atutxa said ETA was 
now faced with "an historic 
moment and a chance to give 
a future of peace and hope to 
this people." 

He urged ETA's political 
arm. Hern Batasuna, to sup- 
port the call for a truce just as 
the IRA's political arm Sinn 
Fein had backed such a move 
by the guerrillas in Northern 
Ireland. 

"Every day that passes 
without a condemnation of 
ETA's crimes and without 
support for a truce makes 
(Herri Batasuna) more of an 
accomplice to the murders 
committed,” he said. 

"The Basque government 
is calling on ETA and Herri 
Batasuna to follow the exam- 
ple of what has happened this 
weekend in Ireland.” Mr. 
Atutxa said. 

A spokesman for Herri 
Batasuna declined comment. 

The last ETA trace lasted 
for only one week in the 
summer of 1996. The rebels 
ended it after rejecting the 
government’s demand that 
they renounce violence 
before any negotiations 
could take place. The guerril- 


hourt after another raid in 
which bomb.- also landed 
close lu the airport. 

"The air raid did not hit 
inside the airport perimeter. 
Two or three bombs lauded 
cluse to the residential area 
north of Kabul, but there are 
no reports of casualties." 
Faizullah. head of military 
security at the airport said 
Sunday morning before the 
second attack. 

The airport is used for 
both military and civilian 
traffic and has been fre- 
quently target ted in the past. 
Both the Interna lion al Com- 
miliee of the Red Cross ami 
the United Nations use it for 
the transport of staff and 
supplies. Both agencies had 
planes land between the 
raids. 

According to Mr. Abdul- 
lah the opposition offensive 
began last Friday with 
"cleaning -up operations” in 
wooded areas just north of 
Charikar 

After the fall of Charikar 
and the nearby entrance to 
the Ghorband Valley. Mr. 
Masood 's men advanced to 
Bagram Air Base. 

"Our intention was to cut- 
off the Taleban forces and 
not to let them escape." Mr. 
Abdullah said. 


government is about to 
introduce amendments to 
the suspended laws." for- 
mer pro-democracy legisla- 
tor Lee Cheuk-Yun. a leader 
of the local labour move- 
ment, said. 

Eliza Lee, assistant pro- 
fessor of public administra- 
tion at the Chinese Univer- 
sity of Hong Kong, said the 
issue underlined the polari- 
sation of class interests in 
Hong Kong and warned of 
its dangers. 

"The political signifi- 
cance is obvious. It be- 
comes a question of class 
interest, that of labour inter- 
ests versus business inter- 
ests.” Ms. Lee told Reuters. 

"All these labour groups, 
when they don't have an 
institutionalised way of ex- 
pressing their views, what 
do they do? You’ll see them 
bringing it to the streets, 
demonstrating." 

But despite the controver- 
sies. Hong Kong people 
have given their territory a 
resounding vote of confi- 
dence and fewer of them 
now say they want to leave, 
reported the Post. 

Only 6.2 per cent of peo- 
ple polled said they were 
considering moving abroad 
according to a survey con- 
ducted after July I by the 
University of Hong Kong, 
which polled 1.048 people. 

In an April survey con- 
ducted by another agency, 
up to 15 per cent of those 
polled said they hoped to 
emigrate. 


las then mounted a series of 
bomb attacks on tourist 
resorts. 

Many Spaniards sIi.kkI in 
silence Saturday as bells rang 
for five minutes beginning at 
4 p.m. Jn a show of solidarity 
for Blanco's family and of 
condemnation for his mur- 
derers. 

It was timed to mark the 
one-wcek anniversary of a 
crime that has mobililised 
public opposition in a way 
never seen in ETA's 29-year 
history' of armed struggle. 
The group has killed nearly 
800 people in its fight for an 
independent homeland 
encompassing pans of north- 
ern Spain and southern 
France. 

Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar predicted Friday night 
that July 12. 1997, would go 
down in history as a critical 
turning point in the govern- 
ment's fight against “a teiTor- 
ist minority dedicated to the 
destruction of democracy." 

Anti-ETA demonstrations 
and church services were 
planned in Madrid and other 
major cities, and scores of 
people in a town in southern 
Spain launched a hunger 
strike described as a protest 
at “all kinds of terrorism.” 


Basque leaders urge ETA 
rebels to declare truce 


H. Kong faces tough challenges ahead 
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Diagnosing illness 
before cure 

THE UNITED STATES has sent a ih very 
stiff message,” according to U.S. officials, 
to the Palestinians telling them to take seri- 
ously Israeli allegations that Palestinian 
police officers planned to attack Jews at a 
settlement near Nablus. 

While violent acts of any kind between 
the Palestinians and Israelis would only 
hurt the peace process, and all peace loving 
countries should join the U.S. in worrying 
about such possible acts and preventing 
them from happening, we would like to see 
a little fairness from the U.S. in dealing 
with our problems here in the Middle East 
For instance, we would like to see the U.S. 
sending a ‘Tery stiff message"’ to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to 
stop building settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories, where the Israeli govern- 
ment is creating new realities on the 
ground, in contravention of the Oslo 
accords and U.N. resolutions. 

Despite numerous Security Council reso- 
lutions against building, Israel is building 
and expanding one settlement after anoth- 
er with complete disregard to the spirit of 
peace-making and international law. 

We are sure that the U.S. can see these 
unlawful acts as clearly as we do. The ques- 
tion is if the Clinton administration is anx- 
ious to uphold international law and legiti- 
macy as well as U.N. resolutions — some- 
times to the letter, by sending its troops to 
implement them as in the case of Bosnia, 


Unemployment and the culture of shame 
— ‘bitter medicine also works’ 


Albania,' Kuwait, to name only a few — 
why is it unable or unwilling to do the same 
when it comes to Israeli illegal acts? 

Violence is an unhealthy reaction that fol- 
lows deep frustration. To prevent possible 
violence one has to eliminate the cause that 
leads people to resort to such extreme mea- 
sures. In the Palestinian-Israeli case, the 
illegal settlements constitute such a cause. 

Our humble suggestion to the U.S. presi- 
dent and his administration is to pay more 
attention to the core of the problem and not 
worry too much about its symptoms. The 
Americans know well what needs to be 
done and what the priorities should be. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A I Ra’i daily expressed the view that 
the real force that influences the course of events in the 
Middle East is the Israeli society and it is therefore 
vital to win its support for the solution of any problem 
connected to the Arab-lsraeli conflict. Fahed Fanek 
said the U.S.. which since the 1991 Madrid conference 
exerted efforts as a sponsor of the peace negotiations, 
has failed in its bid and lost credibility for failing to 
ensure peace. The Arab regimes, which are impotent 
politically and militarily, have failed to unite or reach 
the minimum level of solidarity, despite their summits 
and other meetings, and their decisions or recommen- 
dations remain ink on paper, said the writer. It is the 
Israeli society which can decide which government 
and which prime minister it wants and which course of 
action the Israeli government should follow, he contin- 
ued. The writer cited the Islamists’ suicidal attacks in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv as the best example of the great 
influence of the Israeli society on the government. He 
said that the Hamas and Islamic Jihad blew up the 
buses in Israel with the purpose of influencing the 
Israeli society and forcing it to elect the Likud as the 
ruling party, and their actions killed the Oslo accords 
and blew up all that the Palestinian leadership and the 
Labour government of Israel had achieved. By influ- 
encing the Israeli society, he concluded, the Islamists 
have achieved their objective. 

WHILE THE Arab countries are busying themselves, 
debating whether to convene the Doha economic sum- 
mit or not. the Israeli government is totally ignoring 
this issue and counting on the United States, its strate- 
gic ally, to try’ to pressure the Arab regimes into hold- 
ing the meeting with Israeli participation, according to 
Oreib Rimawi a columnist for .41 Dustour. Indeed, the 
Netanyahu government is giving its whole attention to 
hold on to power in Israel and implement its pro- 
gramme of settlements and continued occupation of 
Arab lands, a policy which is designed to satisfy the 
interests of the extremists and the world Zionism's 
objectives, said the writer. The question of the Doha 
summit is turning out to be another ploy employed by 
the Israelis and the Americans to keep the Arabs in dis- 
array. failing to arrive at a common policy to protect 
their national interests, he continued. Israel does not 
need the Doha or other summits to promote its trade 
which is successfully directed towards the West and is 
not in need of the Arab countries to support its exis- 
tence in this region, according to the writer. He said in 
light of this situation and Israel’s indifference, the most 
appropriate action for the Arabs is to scrap the Doha 
summit and try. instead, to mend fencesand reach a 
common stand. 


IT HAS been claimed for years that Jordanians refuse to 
perform certain jobs because they are too proud: they do 
not want to be seen doing some particular work even 
though it is legal and pays better than some other, more 
respectable, job. However, such claims underscore only 
the cultural aspect of the demand for these jobs. There 
are, however, more important determinants in the choice 
of a job. in Jordan and everywhere else. They should not 
be ignored. 

According to economic theory, the demand for jobs 
depends on several factors: the wage that is paid, the level 
of the worker’s wealth and the workers' preferences, 
which are viewed by economists as a given or constant at 
any point in time. Each of these factors has a role in 
affecting people's acceptance or preference of a certain 
job. the number of hours they are willing to work and the 
period they are willing to remain in the profession or 
employment of their choice. 

The wage should compensate for the effort exerted, the 
level of skill/s required to perform the job and the hard- 
ship or risks of the job. Furthermore, it should exceed the 
employee's opportunity cost (cost of the second best 
employment opportunity). A zero opportunity cost means 
that the person is not employable anywhere else. 
Typically, die higher the wage a job pays, the more likely 
it is that people will want to perform it. Jobs that offer low 
salaries are not considered desirable and vice versa. 
Would-be employees refuse to accept some jobs if they 
believe that the employer is not going to pay them for 
their input. Very low wages invite people to shirk respon- 
sibility and/or refuse to work. 

The level of wealth of a person decides whether he/she 
enters the job market or not. Work is considered by econ- 
omists an inferior good: the demand for work drops as 
one’s wealth increases. (Commuting by bus is an inferior 
good: once the wealth of a person increases he/she makes 
die switch to taxis or private cars). As people become 
wealthier, they tend to w r ant to work less and enjoy their 
leisure rime. This is evidenced in countries such as Japan 
and the U.S., where productivity is high, the wages are 
also high to induce labour to work and the working hours 
are fewer than in a poor, developing country. 

The workers' preferences usually describe taste and 
how certain employment opportunities are viewed rela- 
tive to others. This is where die “shame culture” hypoth- 
esis is likely to fit in the labour demand paradigm. 
Govemjnents around the world have attempted to change 
the way people view some commodities with varying 
degrees of success. For example, the Linked States gov- 
ernment was successful in changing the way people 
viewed smoking and made the practice of this harmful 
habit stand for lack of education, low social status and a 
dangerous exercise not only to the smoker but also to 
those that cared for or worked with that person. The suc- 
cess of attempts at changing the preferences of people 
regarding some professions has been difficult to assess. 
However, it is generally accepted that changing the wage 
and/or wealth of the worker would affect the worker’s 
demand for a job. In other words, jobs that are considered 
undignified and ignoble culturally 'can attract employees 
through higher wages. 

In Jordan, the problem of unemployment can be diluted 
significantly by blaming the shame culture alone for the 
unemployment problem. To stan with, this assumption 
ignores outright the effect of the other two, more impor- 
tant. factors: wage and wealth. Wages for most of these 
so-called shameful jobs happen to be low. In the early 
seventies. Jordanians performed all these so-called 
shameful jobs with minimal help from foreign labour. 


Why? Most like ly because the wage then was more com- 
mensurate with the cost of living than now. In other 
words, even though wages have risen in some jobs, they 
have not kept up with inflation and that is why they are 
shunned by Jordanians. So why do foreign workers accept 
these jobs? Because they live under harsher conditions, 
without any of the social obligations that a Jordanian 
would commit to, such as birthdays, weddings and deaths, 
etc. And because the guest workers, usually accustomed 
to lower wages and a more limited consumption basket, 
tend to stick to a consumption behaviour that is consistent 
with consumption io the home country, not the host coun- 
try- 

On the other hand, employers have no incentive to hire 
Jordanians because of the existence of cheap foreign 
labour force that is willing to accept lower wages that rep- 
resent only a fraction of what the Jordanian worker is 
welling to accept. An unskilled Jordanian applying for 
employment is thus faced with the dilemma of either 
working for less than what he/she believes is the value of 
his/her input into the production, at below subsistence 
wages, or turn down the employment opportunity and 
remain unemployed. The choice is similar to that of an 
entrepreneur who refuses to start a venture because he/she 
kncjws that it is going to fail and he/she will lose. The per- 
son decides not to invest under such conditions. 

Many workers refuse to be cheated out of the fruits of 
their labour by working for dismal wages which do not 
meet subsistence requirements. They, depending upon 
their varying level of extended family wealth, choose not 
to work. Their decision not to work becomes even more 
rational for them if their extended families support the 
unemployment phase. A person who views the wealth of 
the family or tribe as his own will refuse “undignified” 
jobs, at low wages, because the family or tribal wealth is 
accessible to the person. 

Choosing not to work becomes even more “rational” 
given the existence of a large public sector in which for- 
eign workers are not allowed to compete and drag the 
wages down causing a market failure for Jordanians. I The 
public sector does hire expatriates but indirectly, through 
janitorial service companies and the like, the incentive 
being the lower wages that are acceptable to foreign 
workers and the efficiency gains from having the private 
sector perform these jobs at lower costs than the public 
sector). The typical Jordanian worker, faced with the 
choice between working in the public sector or the private 
sector, chooses the public sector because it pays more for 
the unskilled or semi-skilled jobs and pays less for the 
higher ranked jobs. Furthermore, working with the gov- 
ernment, means fewer hours and greater job security. The 
worker, therefore, chooses the employment that requires 
less work and pays more, a very rational behaviour 
indeed. ("Wealthier Jordanians prefer managerial jobs with 
the government to the private sector, even though the pay 
is lower, because they value their leisure time and prefer 
to work less. Persons from wealthy families tend to be 
able to wait longer than persons from poorer families for 
government jobs). As a result, government employment 
has attracted 70 per cent of all employees in the labour 
force, and 70 per cent of the government budget goes to 
pay their wages. (Good bye infrastructure). 

By shifting the blame to job preferences and shame, the 
true problems of the labour market are avoided. 
Jordanians would work in these jobs if the wages for these 
jobs were higher and if lower level public employment 
became less attractive. Bitter, costly medicine also works, 
sweet lazy slogans retard real focus on the problem at 
hand. 


Human Rights File 


Doha meeting 
- ‘balance tilted 
against it’ 


By Dr. Waieed M. 

Sadi 

THERE ARE solid 
grounds to hold the 
Doha Middle East and 
North Atlantic 

(MENA) conference 
on time but the reasons 
for not convening it on 
time are even more 
pressing. It goes with- 
out saying that the 
majority of the coun- 
tries of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
stand to gain a great 
deal from regional 
^economic cooperation 
' and international 
investment in peace in 
the area. The economic 
well-being of the peo- 
ples affected would 
have a great influence 
of its own on regional 
peace and stability. 

Holding the MENA 
meetings cannot be 
viewed as just a 
reward to Israel since 
the great majority of 
the Arab states in the 
two regions has its 
own economic inter- 
ests to consider. Yet, 
there is no denying 
that the MENA confer- 
ences were perceived 
in the first place as fea- 
tures of the continuing 
peace process. When 
the peace process, 
which is after all the 
raison d’etre of the 
MENA meetings, is 
stalled or thwarted, as 
is the case now. in the 
wake of the election of 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
as Israeli leader, the 
parties need to stop 
and take stock of what 
needs to be done 
before they go ahead 
with their grand 
schemes for economic 
cooperation and coor- 
dination. 

By putting on hold 
the Doha conference, 
the parties would, in 
effect, serve a notice 


not only to Israel but 

also to the internation- 
al community that all 
is not well with the 
foundation on which 
the edifice of econom- 
ic cooperation is being 
contemplated. 6 
No Arab country can 
divorce itself from its 
Arab roots or the Arab 
Nation. The constitu- 
tions of most, if not all, 
Arab countries stipu- 
late in no uncertain 
terms that they are an 
integral part of the 
Arab Nation. These 
constitutional, reli- 
gious, political, cultur- 
al and historical con- 
straints are so com- 
pelling that, in then- 
cumulative effect, they 
should supersede the 
peace treaties entered 
into by Israel on one 
hand and Egypt and 
Jordan on the other. 

The Israelis also 
need to be served with 
a dear notice that their 
current leadership is 
turning the region 
from economic pros- 
perity to deprivation 
and stagnation. The 
Israeli economy has 
suffered a great deal in 
the past year or so 
from the Likud leader- 
ship and the disruption 
of the regional eco- 
nomic cooperation 
would only reinforce 
the signal that unless 
and until Israel moves 
more expeditiously in 
the direction of a just 
and comprehensive 
peace, the price tag 
becomes greater, per- 
haps even unbearable. 

That is why the Arab 
side should have no 
qualms about resisting 
the call for going 
ahead with the Doha 
meeting. The balance 
sheet for the proposal 
for a Doha meeting 
appears to be heavily 
tilted against iL 


‘Big fish’ paying for genocide? Not very likely 


By G wynne Dyer 

“IF SOMEONE said did I 
kill people like Dusko 
Tadic killed people, then I 
would say I was not 
guilty.” Milan Kovacevic 
told journalist Ed Vulliamy 
of “The Guardian” last 
year. “But if things go 
wrong in this hospital, then 
I am guilty....'* 

Vulliamy first met 
Kovacevic in 1992. at the 
height of the “ethnic 
cleansing” in Serbian-con- 
trolled parts of Bosnia, 
when Kovacevic was 
deputy mayor of the town 
of Prijedor. As such, he 
was in charge of the con- 
centration camps at 
Omarska . and Tmopolje 
where the? region’s surviv- 
ing Muslim men were 
being tortured and mur- 
dered. though guards like 
Dusan (‘Dusko’) Tadic did 
the acrual killing. 

When Vulliamy met 
Kovacevic again in 1996, 
he was running the hospital 
in Prijedor. And he was 
clearly a haunted man, 
drinking brandy at 10 a.m. 
as he told Vulliamy he left 
politics “because T saw 
many evil things.... If you 
have to do things by killing 
people, well... Now my 
hair is white: now I don’t 
sleep too well.” 

Kovacevic w-as ready to 
spill his guts, which is no 
doubt why he was named 
in one of the first “sealed 
indictments” issued by the 
U.N. War Crimes Tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia. And 
now he is sitting in one of 
the cells at The Hague, 
downstairs from the court- 
room where on July 14 
Dusan Tadic was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison for his 
crimes. 

Up to now, only concen- 
tration camp guards and 
other little fish have been 


caught in the tribunal’s net. 
Bui Kovacevic ’s capture 
last Thursday by British 
troops of the Stabilisation 
Force might open the door 
to bigger things, for this 
canary will sing. It was one 
of several events in the past 
week that served as 
reminders of how an 
unpurged genocide poisons 
the life of a whole country. 

An even worse genocide, 
that in Rwanda in 1994, 
still shapes politics in cen- 
tral Africa. On July 13, 
European Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
Emma Bouino launched an 
attack on what she called 
the “unattractive side of 
African assertiveness”. It 
was an arrogant, almost 
racist phrase, but it arose 
from her frustration at 
being unable to find out 
what has happened to the 
Hutu refugees in eastern 
Zaire (now the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo). 

The million Hutus in 
exile there served as shield 
and power base for the evil 
men who directed the 
slaughter of half a million 
Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994. 
Many of the Hutu refugees, 
however, were just inno- 
cent people who fled to 
Zaire in panic when the 
Hutu-run regime was dri- 
ven out by the Rwanda 
Patriotic FronL When the 
revolt broke out in eastern 
Zaire last year about 
800,000 of them returned 
home — but nobody can 
find up to 250,000 others. 

The missing quarter-mil- 
lion included many Hutu 
fanatics with blood on their 
hands, but also tens of 
thousands of people who 
were mere hostages. The 
fear is that they were mas- 
sacred, and Laurent 
Kabila’s new government 
in the Congo, backed by 
his Rwandan and Ugandan 


allies, is blocking a U.N. 
investigation. 

Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni and 
Rwandan leader Paul 
Kagame are two of the 
most dedicated and compe- 
tent men in African poli- 
tics. but the shadow of 
unresolved genocide may 
come to corrupt even the 
best intentions of the best 
people. As it has certainly 
done in Cambodia. 

The Cambodian geno- 
cide of 1975-79, when up 
to two million people (a 
quarter of the population) 
were killed by over-work, 
starvation and execution, 
was part of a vast, megalo- 
maniacal project of social 
engineering run by Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot. But 
almost every leading 
Cambodian politician is 
tainted by his ties with the 
Khmer Rouge, and it was 
those links that triggered 
the bloody coup in Phnom 
Penh last week. 

Coup leader Hun Sen. a 
Khmer Rouge commander 
in the early 1 970s, defected 
to Vietnam in 1977 at the 
height of the genocide. He 
came back in 1 979 with the 
Vietnamese invaders, and 
rose to be their puppet 
president. But he was left 
high and dry when 
Vietnam, exhausted by the 
endless guerilla war waged 
by the Khmer Rouge, 
pulled out of Cambodia at 
the end of the 80s. 

The Khmer Rouge boy- 
cotted the U.N. -supervised 
election in 1991 when they 
realised how few people 
wanted them back, but Hun 
Sen’s rival Communist 
Party didn’t do well either, 
even though it controlled 
the army. 

The winner was Prince 
Ranariddh's royalist party. 
FUNCINPEC — mainly 
because it had the fewest 


ties to the Khmer Rouge. 
But the royalists were not 
pure. 

Between 1979 and 1990. 
FUNCINPEC fought in 
loose alliance with the 
Khmer Rouge against the 
Vietnamese occupiers. And 
though the royalists won 
the election, their military 
weakness forced Prince 
Ranariddh to accept a 
power-sharing deal with 
Hun Sen. who became 
“second prime minister” 
and was allowed to keep 
his own troops. 

The arrangement never 
worked well, and as the 
1998 election approached, 
with FUNCINPEC sure of 
winning hands down, Hun 
Sen’s agents began to com- 
mit blatant acts of terror- 
ism against his political 
rivals. Ranariddh started 
looking for military back- 
ing against a looming coup 
— and he turned to the 
Khmer Rouge. 

The authors of the geno- 
cide were still there, hang- 
ing on in the jungles of 
north-western Cambodia 
with a sizeable armed 
force. 

Ranariddh's proposal to 
Khmer Rouge deputy 
leader Son Sen was simple: 
hand over the ailing Pol 
Pot, and the rest of you can 
come back into Cambodian 
politics as my allies. Oh. 
and bring your guns. 

Pol Pot rumbled the plot, 
and killed Son Sen and his 
entire family. Then the rest 
of the Khmer Rouge lead- 
ership finally turned 
against Pol Pot and took 
him prisoner. But it was 
too late for Ranariddh: last 
week. Hun Sen seized 
Phnom Penh in a bloody 
coup. 

Prince Ranariddh is now 
going round foreign capi- 
tals seeking support 
against the usurper. If be 


fails, democracy dies in 
Cambodia. If he succeeds, 
it probably means a new 
civil war. Either way. the 
shadow of the genocide still 
dominates everything. 

Germany was lucky. 
Defeated and occupied in 
1945. it was forced by for- 
eigners to come to terms 
with the genocide commit- 
ted by Germans and to pun- 
ish the perpetrators. 
Countries that have to do it 
on their own find it a much 
harder proposition. There 
will be no final justice in 
Cambodia, and only a man- 
gled version of ii in central 
Africa. Even in Bosnia, 
which is under a kind of 
foreign occupation, the 
chances aren't good. 

But what if Kovacevic 


sings, and provides enough 
evidence that NATO snatch 
squads get official backing 
to grab Radovan Karadzic 
and Ratko Mladic, the chief 
organisers of the genocide 
committed against Muslims 
and Croats in Bosnia? 

Hard to imagine, since 
both men are protected by 
huge numbers of body- 
guards (and Karadzic still 
informally runs the Bosnian 
Serb republic). Serbian 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic might even send 
in his army to protect them, 
since if they started to sins 
they would certainly impli- 
cate him as well. 

Even in the Balkans, the 
biggest fish are likely to get 
away. 


LETTERS 

Thanks from 
California 

To the Editor: 

BEING ONE of the Arabs living abroad. I cannot but 
express my gratfulness to the Jordan Times and all 
those are responsible for having the news on the 
Internet around the world. 

This enables us. the Arab community away from 
home, to keep informed and aware of the news. 

Keep up the effort and the good job; vve certainly do 
appreciate it. 


David Ayoub, 
California. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain, the 
writer's full name and preferably address as weli 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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Features 


Voyage into nativism — a tale of Occidental-Oriental engagement 


Iranian intellectuals and the West: The tormented 
triumph of nativism 

By Mehrzad Boroujerdi. Syracuse University Press. 
1996. 256 pp. 

Index, glossary, bibliography, and catalogue of 
Iranian intellectual and political figures. 

THIS IS a rich and powerful book, and it should find a 
much wider audience than only scholars and lay people 
interested in modem Iran and its interaction with the West. 
This book sells the story of Iranian intellectuals and their 
struggle to define their stale and culture in an authentic, 
indigenous manner that relies heavily on Islamist identify, 
but it also tells a much wider story of cultures of the devel- 
oping South and ihcir struggle with the forces of moderni- 
ty, statehood, and Occidentalism. It is an important book 
that will probably spark others in its wake, and an 
admirable addition to Syracuse University Press' expanding 
series of quality books on Middle Eastern issues. 

Dr Boroujerdi. assistant professor of political science al 
the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at 
Syracuse University, has provided a refreshing antidote to 
two huge phenomena that have plagued much of the last 
half century of the Occidental -Oriental encounter, the tri- 
umphalism of the secular, democratic, free market ideolo- 
gies of the post-Enlightenmenr Occident, and the Orient's 
consequent, rather lazy, penchant to revert io older, proven, 
comfortable religious and ethnic identities as a means of 
withstanding the Western onslaught. 

Organised as a survey of selected men (sorry, no women 
here) and their ideas during this century, the book explores 
how Iranian intellectuals and clerics have struggled to 
define a "nativist” and authentic national identity, often in 
response to a sense of being forced to become Westernised 
against their will — w-hether due to their own government’s 
policies, the pressures of Western capitalism-diplomacy, or 
the uncontrolled forces of market consumerism and techno- 
logical “machinism”. 

Hie author shows how Shi’ism was a central but not the 
sole ideological component of the revolution by which Aya- 
tollah Khomeini toppled the Shah of Iran in 1979. He traces 
the lines of Iranian intellectual thought from the early 
decades of the century to the 3979 revolution, and then 
beyond, showing “remarkable continuity in Iranian 
thought'' throughout this century. A constant, key dimen- 
sion of this was the idea of nativism — which the author 
defines in its broadest sense as “the doctrine that calls for 
the resurgence, reinstatement or continuance of native or 
indigenous cultural customs, beliefs and values. Nativism is 
grounded on such deeply held beliefs as resisting accultur- 
ation, privileging one’s own ‘authentic’ ethnic identity, and 
longing for a return to 'an unsullied indigenous cultural tra- 
dition'." 

Boroujerdi makes the important point that nativism is not 
tantamount to ignorance of modernity, but should be 
viewed as a modem phenomenon in its own right. It has 
positive and negative dimensions , and “should be under- 
stood in the dual context of the internal politics of the soci- 
eties in which it emerges and from the process of (cross- 
krultural encounter with the West.” 

The strength of this book is not that it paints a particular- 
ly positive or always approving picture of modem Iranian 
thinkers and their ideas, but rather, and more simply, that it 
provides an accurate, relatively comprehensive overview of 
the scope of leading ideologies, movements and ideas that 
have emanated from Iran in recent decades. It shatters the 
simplistic, ignorance-based, official policy-driven, and one- - 
dimensional portrayal of Iran as a theocratic thug-tocracy 
that pervades the American- and British-dominated global 


mass media. Instead, it shows Iran as it really is: an ancient 
civilisation whose cumulative millennia — millennia, not 
centuries — of urban and learned religious, cultural, pro- 
fessional and intellectual classes have brought it into the 
20th century with ample reserves of ideas about itself and 
“the other". It is refreshing to hear a major Third World cul- 
tural an d intellectual power speak for itself, rather than be 
spoken for by Her Majesty’s official purveyors of Mickey 
Mouse franchises. 

Boroujerdi focuses on selected Iranian intellectuals 
because "they have come to serve as crucial intermediaries 
and interpreters between their own culture and that of the 
West." He adds: “as active culture bearers, their narration of 
Iranians’ past and present history and their interpretation of 
Western culture has, no doubt, affected the outlook of Iran- 
ian masses toward such issues as nationalism, modernity, 
secularism, democracy and humanism.'' 

As modem Iranian governments largely failed their peo- 
ple in the fields of identity, ideology and economy, the Iran- 
ian state under the laic, last Shah slowly became a despotic 
rentier state that lacked legitimacy. Its two most natural and 
effective indigenous opponents turned out to be the clerical 
class and the intellectuals — important groups of Iranians 
who found themselves estranged from — "othered” by — 
both the powerful West and their own stale. In the 1960s 
and 70s the response to this dilentnra came from secular 
militants, the literati, and the men of religion. 

A quarter of the way into the book, the author starts his 
review of leading Iranian intellectuals with Seyyed 
Fakhroddin Shadinnn ( 1907- 1 %7 1 who challenged Iranians 
in 1948 to appropriate and absorb positive elements of 
Western civilisation (e.g.. democracy, science) or risk being 
taken over by it as had happened in Algeria. The important 
ideas of Ahmad Fardid and Jalal Al-e Ahmad are also 
reviewed, with their important focus on religion as a central 
clement of a native Persian response to the power of the 
West. 

The next chapter deftiy 
recounts the rise of a “religious 
subculture" in the decades 
before the 1979 revolution — a subculture that involved a 
“politicisation of Islam” that "in rum promulgated the 
other-ncss of the state, the West and the secularists.” 
Boroujerdi here pens one of the finest sections of his 
book: an analysis of the comparative advantages of the cler- 
ics in their rise to power, the historic relationship between 
the Iranian court and clerics, the debates within the clergy 
about their role in society and their coming to terms with 
modernity, the clergy’s deliberate move into the modem 
education sector, their appeal to the urban poor, and other 
aspects of the process by which the men of religion 
mobilised themselves for mass political action against the 
state. The development of the religious subculture in the 
second half of this century, the author notes, “was nol so 
much the tradilionalisation of modernity, but the moderni- 
sation of tradition ” This section of the book is particularly 
tightly and elegantly written, rich in facts and clear in its 
explanation of trends over time. 

Chapter 5 then resumes the narrative of modem Iranian 
nativism through the personalities and ideas of leading 
intellectuals. The first to be discussed are the “lay religious 
intellectuals” who stood at what Boroujerdi calls the inter- 
section of the three major ideological contests of post- 
World War U Iran — the modem/traditional, left- 
wing/right-wing. and state/clerical rivalries that were 
waged concurrently. Many of these intellectuals emanated 
from the city of Meshhad, in northeast Iran, whose signifi- 
cance as a centre of thought is explained. 

The most important personality in this group was Ali 


Shari’ati. the “Voltaire” of the revolution, who “was able to 
reinterpret Shi’i.sni’s claims of historical persecution, its 
discourse of martyrdom, and its futuristic language 
(promising eternal salvation, heaven, and immortal happi- 
ness for those who choose to confront the unjust others') 
in a modernist vein.” 

His disdain of the West, the author says, "was not that of 
an Islamic mystic unaware of the West but that of a disillu- 
sioned Western -educated intellectual;” yet. “his thought 
was permeated by the prevailing presence of the West... he 
believed that Islam needed to be reconciled with the neces- 
sities of the age of modernity... (and he inferred) that Iran 
was in need of the likes of Luther and Calvin to spearhead 
Islamic Protestantism.” 

The appeal of the Mojahedin-e Khalq (people’s holy war- 
riors) organisation, headed by Mas'ud Rajavi, and the ideas 
of the world-renowned scholar Seyyed Hoseyn Nasr are 
examined for proposing a return to Shiite Islam as the anti- 
dote to the threat of "gharbzadegi" i"Wesioxification''l that 
bos challenged Iranian intellectuals since the late 19th cen- 
tury. One of the strengths of this book is evident in this 
chapter, where Boroujerdi both compares and contrasts the 
ideas of Shari'ati and Nasr, and also gives his own critical 
comments on their views — again revealing the breadth of 
Iranian intellectual pluralism and vitality that is so poorly 
appreciated by many around rhe world. 

The decades of the 1960s and 70s, “a turning point in 
Iran’s intellectual history," saw the rise to prominence of 
“academic nativism". which is captured in the ideas of 
(mostly Western-educated l academics like Seyyed Abol- 
hasan JaJili. Mohammad- Ali Bslami-Nadushan. Jamshid 
Behnam. Ehsan Naraqi. Hamid Enayat and Daiyush 
Shayegan. 

Chapter 7 follows up with a discussion of leading ideas in 
Iran alter the 1979 revolution, which “fuelled the develop- 
ment of thought" during a period that was "politically 
repressive yet intellectually flour- 
ishing'VThe discussions now taking 
place in Iran. Boroujerdi says, “are 
philosophically sophisticated, intel- 
lectually sound, socially relevant and politically modem." 
and he provides ample evidence to support this judgement. 

Here he describes and assesses the ideas of "the unofficial 
leading ideologues of the new regime” (who emerged after 
the deaths of other leading figures) — Reza Davari- 
Ardakani and Hoseyn Haj-Faraj-Dabagh t better known by 
his pen name of Abdolkarim Sorush). .Among the major 
ideas that these two thinkers have sparred about are the def- 
inition of the West and how Iranians should relate to it. the 
historicism/positivism debate, and the concept of tradition- 
al versus dynamic jurisprudence in making the shari'a 
“congruent with the needs and limitations of a theocratic 
state in the late twentieth century." 

In his short, but substantial and thought- provoking, epi- 
logue. the author concludes that Iranian intellectual preoc- 
cupation with the concept of “self’ has always been con- 
strained by and related to the "perception of a dominating 
Western other." Iranian intellectuals generally accepted 
Western civilisation as their "culture of reference in the 
process of identity formation.” and battled the West with 
intellectual concepts borrowed from the West — i.e., “they 
identify with Rousseau's call for social justice, Marx's 
analysis of class struggle, Heidegger's critique of technolo- 
gy, and Sartre’s call for committed intellectuals." 

This is one of the most important points to emerge from 
this book — that Iranian thinkers, including religious lead- 
ers, have not blindly resorted to an Oriental-Islamic theo- 
logical repudiation of Western modernity, but rather have 
long struggled to reconcile the reality of Western progress 


and power with their desire to achieve similar advances 
without shedding their moral- and religious-based values 
and cultural legacy. 

"In their attempt to evade Eurocentrism, they succumbed 
io nativism." Boroujerdi writes. This was because nativism 
proved capable of articulating the fine line that Iranian 
thinkers have had to walk “between rationalism and mysti- 
cism. secularism and religion, elitism and populism, and 
progress and reaction," and because "the combative and 
assertive nature of nativism could accommodate both the 
principles of Third World populism as well as the messian- 
ic and elitist themes of Shi’ism." 

Yeti the author concludes, “despite its triumphant politi- 
cal status nativism remains intellectually tormented and is 
"a superficial palliative", for "it commits the same mistake 
as orientalism proper." 

He asks: Can Iranians continue to denounce the West 
while absorbing the paradigm of modernity? He answers 
with “a qualified maybe". He challenges Iranian intellectu- 
als “to realise that they can no longer stroll vicariously in 
the museum of the past with its assortment of heroes, demi- 
gods. and memoirs" and notes that they are “privileged 
enough to live simultaneously in two disparate life-worlds: 
the historic and the (post)raodern.” 

Three important things may immediately strike the read- 
er of this book: a) the very wide, deep range of ideas with- 
in the pluralistic and dynamic intellectual circles of Iran, b) 
the centrality of Western thought as a stimulus to Iranian 
responses, critiques and counter-ideas about nation, state, 
religion, secularism and identity, and, c) the pivotal role of 
both Shiite Islam and a nativist, often pre- Islamic, Iranian 
cultural identity as vehicles for expressing the indigenous 
Iranian response to the challenges of Western modernity. 

This book is all the more impressive because it far tran- 
scends the physical and cultural frontiers of Iran. The intel- 
lectual panorama it depicts within the contours of a wider 
national struggle for identity is repeated, in fact, throughout 
the developing South. Most of the ideas that are reviewed 
here in a specifically Iranian context are mirrored through- 
out the Arab World, for example, where most people (“Egypt 
and Yemen excluded) do nor enjoy the Iranian advantage of 
a strong sense of distinct nationhood that is both geograph- 
ically defined and historically experienced. The Iranian 
intellectual voyage into nativism is valuable to understand 
in its own right, but also as a reflection of the wider tale of 
Occidental-Oriental engagement that has defined the last 
several hundred years of global history. 

Orientalism and nativism (or orientalism and occidental- 
ism) are best appreciated as two aspects of a single phe- 
nomenon. and this book is important because it does pre- 
cisely this — while also spectacularly shattering the con- 
siderable myths, ignorance and stereotypes about Iran prop- 
agated among many Western intellectuals, state policy- 
makers and captains of mass media and popular culture. 
This book will promote a more accurate, better understand- 
ing of Iran by those interested in such a venture, and a bet- 
ter appreciation by interested Iranians of their historically, 
culturally, theologically and intellectually significant place 
in the world. As such, it dignifies that "middle ground” that 
the author mentions in his epilogue — a middle ground that 
“tries to contemporise traditions”, while rejecting both imi- 
tations of the West and modernity, and “nostalgic lapses 
into the psychology of antiquated heroes.” 

Good tilings happen when the Occident and orient meet in 
a spirit of cultural respect, historical honesty, and intellec- 
tual rigour, as this book demonstrates yet again. 

Rami G. Khouri 
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Indo-Jordan Chemicals Co. Ltd. (iJC) 

On the occasion of the inauguration of the US$170 million prestigious 

Phosphoric Acid Complex, under the patronage of 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al-Hassan 

the Chairman and the Board of Directors of the company extend their warm 

greetings to the peoples of India and Jordan. 
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Proposal to give 
Jordan $150m aid 
goes to U.S. House 


IMF looks at 
governments, laws 
as well as economies 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The congres- 
sional proposal to grant 
Jordan SI 50 million for 
199S still has a way to go 
before being passed. 

Late last week the Senate 
passed the bill which is 
now in the House of Repre- 
sentatives awaiting debate. 

Once the House" approves 
the bill, the appropriations 
comminees of both the 
Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives will have to 
confer in order to adopt the 
proposed legislation. Direc- 
tor of the Jordan Informa- 
tion Bureau in Washington, 
Rania AtaJlah. told the Jor- 
dan Times Sunday. 

According to U.S. 
Embassy Press Attachd 
Stephen Thibeault “the 
budget has not been passed 
yet for 1998." 

Ms. Atallah added that 
the fund, allocated for eco- 
nomic projects, will be 


financed over the next five 
years. 

The fund was announced 
during His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan’s 
visit to Washington last 
June. 

According to the Associ- 
ated Press (AP). State 
Department Spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said the 
fund will be provided 50-50 
out of aid money provided 
to Egypt and Israel. 

It added that Israel 
receives $3 billion in eco- 
nomic and military assis- 
tance annually, and Egypt 
$2.2 billion. They are the 
two largest recipients of 
U.S. aid. 

“We feel very strongly 
that aid to Jordan ought to 
be upgraded and ought to 
be filled out and expanded, 
and that's what we're work- 
ing on" AP quoted Mr. 
Bums as saying. 

Mr. Thibeault said 
USAID grants to Jordan in 
1997 reached $146 million. 


U.S. Treasury chief upbeat 
on outlook, plays market 
correction forecast 


WASHINGTON (AFPK — 
Treasury' Secretary Robert 
Rubin voiced confidence 
Sunday the U.S. economic 
outlook was bright, appear- 
ing to shrug off the idea the 
government should take 
extra steps to brace for a 
major stock market correc- 
tion. 

“I do believe the econom- 
ic outlook looks good." Mr. 
Rubin told NBC Television. 
“As long as we continue to 
do things and take mea- 
sures that make sense, and 
stay on a sensible path." 

Asked if the government 
ought to consider addition- 
al measures to prepare for a 
major stock market correc- 
tion some analysts forecast, 
given that huge amounts of 


retirement cash are invest- 
ed, Mr. Rubin said: “I’m 
comfortable that we are 
well-prepared should any- 
thing happen, but I certain- 
ly have no view as to the 
likelihood that such a thing 
would happen." 

“With respect to the stock 
market, you have got a sec- 
ond question which is valu- 
ation. ‘Is the stock market 
too low relative to 
favourable expectations, if 
in fact you have favourable 
expectations, too high or is 
it about right?’" Mr. Rubin 
said. 

“I think those are the 
lands of judgements that 
each investor has to make 
for themselves," he said. 



A Precious W’or/d Of Gold And Guns. 


.Ai Amra Forum Hotel Shops. Amman-Phone: 5527118 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) is 
adding new ingredients 
to the recipe it serves up 
to borrowing countries, 
calling for good gov- 
ernment and easy to 
work laws to comple- 
ment traditional eco- 
nomic plans. 

The new thinking, 
described by IMF Man- 
aging Director Michel 
Camdessus as “second- 
generation reforms, ’’ is 
part of a reassessment 
of the way the IMF does 
business with its mem- 
ber nations in eastern 
Europe and the devel- 
oping world. 

The IMF is realising 
that low inflation is not 
enough to guarantee 
long-term economic 
growth if officials are 
corrupt or laws are 
opaque and easy to 
avoid. 

“Governance as an 
economic factor is 
being seen increasingly 
as important in the sus- 
tained improvement of 
economic perfor- 
mance,” Karin Lissak- 
ers, U.S. executive 
director to the IMF. told 
Reuters recently. 

“The fund has. with 
strong encouragement 
from "the U.S. govern- 
ment. done a lot of 
soul-searching over the 
last couple of years to 
try to figure out why 
some adjustments, 
using the same standard 
elements, work better 
than others, why some 
countries fall off the 
wagon and revert to 
past practices." she 
said. 

She added: “We have 
come to recognise ... 
that permanent institu- 
tional change is central 
in many countries to 
sustain good fiscal and 
inflation performance 
and improving econom- 
ic performance in the 
lone haul." 

Tfie IMF has tradi- 
tionally set targets for 
inflation, central bank 
reserves or government 
borrowing to help 
decide wfiether to hand 
over multimillion dollar 
loans to strengthen a 
country's economy or 
propel it onto the path 
of growth. 

Delays in collecting 
taxes or in meeting 
other targets — the first 
was the case in Russia 
earlier this year — can 


lead to delays in the 
IMF paying out the 
cash. 

But now, IMF officials 
are looking at how to 
measure legal systems 
or the competence of 
officials as well, 
although such ideas 
may end up being 
guidelines rather than 
hard-and-fast condi- 
tions determining 
whether the IMF releas- 
es a loan. 

"This is something the 
IMF is worried about, 
but it should not be 
interpreted as a new 
type of conditionality.” 
said one monetary 
source, who declined to 
be named. 

“They are not in a 
position to put condi- 
tionality on the judicial 
system or on congress. 
It is beyond their capac- 
ity or legal mandate ” 
he added. 

The IMF stress on 
good government is part 
of a wider trend among 
international financial 
organisations that plays 
down the idea of laissez 
faire liberal economics 
and plays up the idea 
that the state has an 
important role to play. 

The World Bank's 
Annual Development 
Report, published last 
month, said good gov- 
ernment was essential 
for economic growth 
and said governments 
should work with busi- 
ness not against it. 

The bank said tasks 
like regulating markets, 
protecting the environ- 
ment and providing a 
functioning legal sys- 
tem had to be earned 
out by the state and not 
by the private sector. 

“The second genera- 
tion of reform requires 
good governance in all 
its dimensions, includ- 
ing. in particular, effec- 
tive ana reliable public 
institutions." Mr. 
Camdessus said when 
he outlined the idea of 
second generation 
reforms in Buenos 
Aires in May. 

“Neglecting these 
essential aspects of the 
role of the state only 
invites a creeping dele- 
gitimisation of public 
institutions, which sab- 
otages economic effi- 
ciency. erodes confi- 
dence and undermines 
growth and equity” he 
emphasised. 



Andy Capp 



I KNOW HO WVBj\n 
FEEL, SUE. WE GOT 1 
A SUMMONS THIS ) 
MORNING- 




Ijf <nr\, 

, ,11. IBIll 

,■■«< J»*»l 

ssgsr-sssJi 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



•m 

Jordan Times, Monday, July 21, 



pr 


The Business of Information 



Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 20/07/97 18:20 


US Dollar - - 1.7900 

DE Mark 0.5587 

GB Sterling 1.6780 3.0055 

CH Franc 0.6793 1 

JP Yen 0.0066 1.5402 0.5125 

CA Dollar 0.7267 1-3004 0,4333 

rr Lira 0.0006 1.0252 07411 

NL Guilder 0,4957 68.70 

FR Franc 0.1651 0.2955 



1.4720 | 116.12 1.3780 1745.00 2.0175 6.0555 

6477 07683 974.32 1.1269 3.3823 

729 I 193.51 27089 2928.11 3.3854 10.1611 

- | 7878 0.9345 1185.06 136.74 4.1124 

1.1840 15.01 173.59 57104 , 

1.18 - 1267.71 1.4857 47992 ; 

1504.89 07881 11.55 37682 

57.52 0.6819 864.72 3.0007 

19.16 07272 3371 33J100 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


iMEsnssmKSsa c 

1 US Dollar 

- 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

Saudi Riyal 

07666 

Bahrain Dinar 

765 

Qatar Dinar 

07746 

Kuwait Dinar 

37971 

Emirates Dinar 

07723 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

Egyptian 

07956 



i 

3.7505 


57898 

0.1890 


0.1948 

1.0305 

27376 

127656 

0.1931 

17214 

0.4622 

24449 


1.1088 



Energy 



SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Metal Prices 


3.6395 07033 

5.1333 I 0.4278 
077 

9.65 J 0.8046 

12.00 
0.9911 
27726 1 0.1977 
1.0760 0.0897 


Mid-East Currencies 


0.4775 0.15*9 

0.48773 0.16229 
5.90667 1.96502 
4.75059 1.58078 
1.8967 ( 37951 1.1297 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



307876 

31.6496 

3*3.142 

30*761 

220745 


I ES5S3 



328.6 329.1 

47* 4.3 

412 415 

1605 
2326 2331 

1525 1530 

645 
6795 



57* 
GBP | 6.75 
J PY | 

3.0* 
FRF | 378 
CHF 

m_ 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


l i r^ TT^-re a 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (Vton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Energy 


Main Equity Indices 


Valtof 


7890 A* 
9157 
48777 


-717 -175 

-26973 -172 


‘12/3130^8 

*036.1 

767576 

951.61 

9127 

y 

48487 

20248.1 

294171 

284341 

4204.18 

4173.1 



Spot 
Spot 
Spot 
. Spot- 
Spot 
Spot 
Spot 
Spot 


a JOD Cross Rates 


WTi'iiTT 1 1 MB ill W™ I fi 


US Dollar 
3B Startling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


urce: Central Bank 


0.708 

0710 

1.1885 

1.1927 

07952 

07972 

04802 

0.48 2^ 

0.1168 

0.1174 

07089 

07119 

07505 

07523 

04052 

04072 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Bridge 
5 Washbowl 

10 CA valley 

14 “Arsenic and 
Old—" 

15 As — 
(generally) 

16 Exam type 

17 Commedia 
dell ' — 

18 The Hoosier 
Poer 

19 WW11 battle site 

20 Ballet dance 

22 Border lake 

23 Asian kingdom 

24 Fragrant resin 

25 Caller 

27 New Jersey city 

31 Parson’s home 

32 Paycheck extra 

33 Chinese leader 

34 Hebrew prophet 

35 Creator of Capt. 
Nemo 

36 Missile 

37 Russian space 
station 

38 Velvet finish ■ 

39 Lasses 

40 Contest 
competitors 

42 Authorized 
substitute 

43 Roll call word 

44 Stratum 

45 Franklin 
invention 

47 April bugaboo 

52 Ore body 

53 Villain's 
expression 

54 Source of hot 
pastrami 

55 Cupid 

56 Native of 
Teheran 

57 Needle case 

58 Bible passage 

59 Mississippi's 
end 

60 18- wheeler 
DOWN 

1 —on the wrist 
(token 
punishment) 
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by Harvey Chew 


2 Arm of the 
Amazon 

3 N.T. book 

4 Unnecessary 

5 French actress 

6 Constellation 

7 “Enterprise" 
navigator 

8 Holly genus 

9 Waterloo 
marshal 

10 Cash register 
key ■ 

11 Harpo 
12— Alto 

13 Healing plant 

21 Effortlessness 

22 Little ones 

24 Test answer 

25 Street urchin 

26 Offbeat 

27 Toe problems 

28 Bofeyn 

29 Betimes 

30 Young’uns 

31 Broadway hit 

32 Links grass 
35 Weathercock 
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36 Trojan War hero 

38 Curtail 

39 Metric weight 

41 Backtrack 

42 City in Illinois 

44 Agreeable odor 

45 Blind part 


46 Volume 

47 Concerning 

48 Patricia of “Hud* 

49 Head, to Henri 

50 Styptic 

51 VI pius VII 
53 A Caesar 
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have some extra figids. 

Plan sonic recreakral 
activities with your irate 
for the days ahrad afl 
thereby yon "can eo^y 
yourselves. 

LEO: (July 22 to.A^ua 
21) Try to d^ rnatto- 
moniously wiih regal® 
business contacts aid 
thereby you c^n ^chicvc 
greatprosperity.-It isvery 
important that 'you "drive 
with the utmost care today 
and later this evening si 
that you avoid any Sffi- 
culties. 

VIRGO: (August -a to j 
September 22J_Pay:®K| 
than usual attenri t^j ni 
both civic and cre difcflffl - 
ters today. so ti^^o 
avoid any obstacl^^ 
is a good evenir^^) 
out on the town wjsMe 
good friends 
each others company.— 

LIBRA: (Septranbo- 23 
to October 22) Start pho- 
ning that trip you J'mns 
take in the days ’afead, 
and you may be wisetngb 
by train. Get into a 
activity with your mate 
which you both can enpy. 
thereby a harmonicas 
rime will exist for eyoy- 
one involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) ft is 
important that -you hmt i 

necessary discussion with IL _ ...^ .. 

your mate today, however j Knj Street t 

don’t lose your temper or . ^m! 

a conflirt could exist. Uk 

more ingenuity in buri- ^ 

ness at this time, arid yw 

wiU receive great SBFTTPB uas* - - 

ation. ^ g By G 

SAGITTARIUS: (New; 

ember 22 to December 6lAS 

21) Put some extra entfao* 

siasm into your daily 

career activities today, and j 

you will handle them 

quickly and easier. Get' Tp 

plenty of rest later dwsj /\J) \ F 

evening, thereby you cm r i N — 

handle the business tsso- 1 ,-j jf 

dates who wTjThaye^orf ^ 

adavice. H w ^ / . 

CAPRICORN: OXceifr | W / O / f~k 

ber 22 to Janumy 20) Yob j | ▼ w) 

are full of energy today, so j r rf 

be sure to use h construe- j — 

lively and you wll br ^ m ‘0rtablv and affrti 
much appreciated by fct l 9 home SomM-i, , 
low associates and tbo* ^8 Started We ’ 

in autbority. Be moff v u Saving in 18^ 

cooperate with fellow j - 

associates who will have j 

^UABIUS: (Jammy 21 1 _ 

to . February 19) Vou ; that scrambu 

should not let -anjv& 

iniemipt your schwiuj' 

today, and be especially j ***=« 


schemes. Be more under- 
standing to your maffi 
later this evening, thereby 
you can the harmony 
which will exist 
PISCES: (February 20 ro 
March 20) A loved one 
has been expecting you i to j 
complete an obligation w 
quite a white, and 
would be wise to do jo-< 
that at this time. Late r ^ 

evening- will be.' a good 
nine to meet with knowl- 
edgeable people I®" 
advice. - 
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Murad leads large Jordanian delegation 
to Gaza for major Palestinian conference 


Kuwait agencies to chase up 
arrears from ‘pro-Iraq’ states 


AMMAN { Petra) — A Jon&ai- 
ian economic ddegatinn ted by 
Haidar Murat tiw chairman of 
the Filtration of Jordanian 
ChanAas of Commerce, Sun- 
day left for Gaza to attend the 
First Ptikstiroun expatriates 
business community confer- 


ence which w3l open Monday. 

The cnnfcrcrKX has been 
organised by &c Palestine 
Ministry of Planning and 
lrrtOTialional Cooperation in 
axqunctkai with a number of 
other ministries and Palestin- 
ian private and public ofganisa- 




'7} review of news from ihe Otrahio press 


Middle East Investment Bank 
posts JD396,000 net profit 

** OUT OF the JD 6.5 million local earnings achieved by 
the Middle East Investment Bank last year, the bank post- 
ed a /D396.000 net profit compared to a JD/3ri.7 net 
profit at the end of 1995. The earnings, 93.4 per cent of 
which were interest and commission income, were 29.5 
per cent higher than the total during 1995. 

Deposits grew by 9.6 per cent to JD39.7 million last 
year with credit facilities rising by 2. 1 per cent to JD35.7 
million. The bank's balance sheet total increased by 4.1 
per cent and dosed the year at ID62.3 million. 

The general assembly authorised the board of directors 
to lake the appropriate measures to select the alternative 
it sees fit to meet the requirement of the Central Bank to 
raise the bank’s capital from JD10 million to JD20 mil- 
lion. 

General Manager Marwan Aw ad said there are many 
alternatives to raising capita], either through increasing it 
locally or through foreign capital or even through merg- 
ing with another hank. Another option is to raise the cap- 
ital partially and to cover the rest by a supporting loan. 
Mr. Awad said the bank is very carefully studying the 
options in order to take the final decision fAl Dustour + 
A1 Aswaq;. 

Jordan Gulf Bank net profit 
drop by 57.1 per cent 

** NET PROFIT recorded by the Jordan Gulf Bank last 
year amounted to JD 1.47 million which was 57.1 percent 
less than the net profit in 1 995. Board Chairman Zuhair 
Awartani attributed the drop to the conservative policies 
adopted by the management of the bank towards expand- 
ing credit facilities in favour of consolidating the bank's 
liquidity and reserves. He also cited the economic reces- 
sion as a factor for lowering the aspirations of the bank. 

The bank’s total assets grew by 4.7 per cent to JDJ79.5 
million with the main concentration being in cash and 
deposits held at banks as well certificates of deposit 
issued by the Central Bank. The investment portfolio of 
shares increased by three per cent to reach JD8.3 minion. 

The net direct credit facilities fell by 2.5 per cent to 
JD 102.4 million. This drop was mainly due to the rise in 
the allocation of credit facilities and suspended interest 
which reached to JD2.4 million. Tbtal credit facilities 
extended by the bank have reached JD 173.3 million 
/JD64J2 million for general trade. JD2J.7 million for con- 
struction and JD18.5 million for industry and mining) but 
the total balance of the allocation for credit facilities and 
suspended interest has reached JD70.8 million. 

According to bank statements, there is irregular repay- 
ment on JD80 million of credit facilities. 

The total deposits of clients grew by 7.4 per cent to 
JD 143.4 million and fixed assets increased by 30 per cent 
to reach JD5.2 million due to the purchase of the premis- 
es of the branch on King Hussein Street (A1 Aswaq + A1 
i Arab Ai Yawm). 



AN: 


°To retire comfortably and afford a nice 
nursing home someday, we should 
have started saving in 1846.” 


tarn 

In a statement upon his 
dcpartim:, Mr. Murad said the 
Kingdom’s delegation groups 
over KXl members of Jordanian 
chambers of commerce as 

well as representatives of the 
industrial sector and other busi- 
nessmen who will take pan in 
the deliberations und the work- 
shops that will he organised on 
the sidelines of the conference. 

He said thul Jordanian and 
Palestinian businessmen will 
bold discussions among 
themselves and with Palcsun- 
ian officials noting thatthc Jor- 
danian delegation will submit 
u working paper to (lie confer- 
ence about Jordanian- Palestin- 
ian ties and ways for promoting 
economic and trade links 

The conference provides a 
good opportunity for Jordanian 
businessmen to discuss trade 


and investments with their 
Palestinian counterparts and In 
examine tlic prcscni problems 
impeding trade as a result of 
the Israeli government mea- 
sures which .still hurts the finw 
of goods and services Ivtwvcn 
the two sides. 

Affirming the stnmy and his- 
toric ties between die JonLuiiau 
and Palestinian people. Mr 
Murad said that the Jordanian 
business community is imple- 
menting directives by His 
Majesty King Hussein in pro- 
moting ties with the Palestini- 
ans in all fields. 

He said that there are wide 
scopes for cooperation 
between the two sides adding 
that the Jordanian business 
community deals with the 
Palestinian colleagues on the 
basis of having the same goals 
and aspirations. 


KUWAIT CITY i AFP) — 
Kuwait’s st ale -owned agen- 
cies arc seeking to collect 
arrears worili millions <»f 
dollars from loans to states 
accused of siding with Iraq 
during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis, reports said Sunday. 

Kuwaii Fund for Arab 
Economic Development 
(KFAED). which provides 
low-interest loans and 
grants, has had no contacts 
with Sudan. Jordan. Mauri- 
tania and Yemen since 
1 990, although they have 
outstanding loans. the 
KFAED general manager 
said. 

"These arrears reach 100 
million dinars (S33U mil- 
lion). which we do not con- 
sider wrilten-otT. We will 
undertake to collect them 
shortly as relations return to 


normal.” Bader AI Humaid- 
hi tola the daily AI Rai AI 
Aam. 

Kuwaii accused these 
states of supporting Iraq 
following the August 1990 
invasion of (he emirate and 
froze ties. But. recently, 
there have been signs of 
improving relations. 

Government-owned 
KFAED "will move ahead 
in same the way os with 
Tunis, which nude pay- 
ments on its arrears in 
1994.” Mr. Humoidhi said. 

Relations with Tunisia 
w'ere strained during the 
invasion, but have since 
been fully restored. 

The official news agency 
also said a delegation from 
Kuwait Investment Author- 
ity (KIA). another stale- 
owned agency, headed for 


Sanaa on Sunday to discuss 
repayments on loans that 
were aimed to support 
Yemen's banking system. 

The KUNA report said 
the KiA loans with interest 
are also worth about 100 
million dinars. The delega- 
tion was invited by the 
Yemeni government to dis- 
cuss resuming payments 
stopped since 1990. it 
added. 

KIA's main role is to 
manage Kuwait's overseas 
assets which are estimated 


to be worth more than S40 
billion, while KFAED was 
set up in 1961 to provide 
financing to development 
projects in Arab and other 
developing countries. 

Earlier this month. 
Kuwait and Jordan restored 
airlinks by their national 
carriers, a Sudanese gov- 
ernment official made the 
first visit to Kuwaii since 
the invasion and an unoffi- 
cial Kuwaiti academic dele- 
gation visited Sanaa. 


Saudi oil 

refineries upgraded 
to meet demand 
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DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is devoting more than S3 
billion to upgrade its major 
oil refineries to keep pace 
with rising local product 
demand and boost middle 
distillate exports, oil indus- 
try sources based in the Gulf 
have said. 

A SI. 5 billion upgrading 
and expansion programme 
at the 265,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) Ras Tanura plant 
on the Gulf coast will be 
ready for commissioning in 
June 1998. boosting capaci- 
ty to 300,000 bpd and rais- 
ing distillate and gasoline 
yields. 

“The target is that by the 
end of June the plant will be 
fully commissioned and all 
units operating." an industry 
source close to the Ras 
Tanura project said, adding 
that work was running 
ahead of an original 
timetable of a September 
start-up. 

Ras Tanura was one of the 
world’s largest refineries 
before being struck by fire 
in December 1990 as it 
stepped up output to meet 
the fiiel needs of allied 
forces massing in the Gulf 
after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait the previous August. 

Units to convert it from a 
hydro-skimming plant 
include a 60.000 bpd vis- 
breaker and a 40.000 bpd 
hydrocracker. 

State-oil firm Saudi Aram- 
co's second major down- 
stream project is the over- 
haul of its Rabigh refinery 
where it bought out its 
Greek partner in 1995. 

At the 325,000 bpd capac- 
ity Rabigh plant on Saudi 
Arabia’s Red Sea coast, 
contractors are starting to do 
site surveys as part of a $1.7 
billion programme that will 
upgrade and debottleneck 
what is currently a simple 
topping plant with runs 
restricted to around 250,000 
bpd . 

“Plans for Rabigh see a 
total upgrade for start-up in 


November 2001. ..It will 
supply the domestic and 
export markets,” a contrac- 
tor in Saudi Arabia said. 

The major engineering, 
procurement and construc- 
tion (EPC) contract is 
expected to be awarded late 
1 998, sources said. 

Rabigh is already a major 
export refinery but its 
exports are predominantly 
lower- value fuel oil rather 
than gas oil (diesel), jet- 
kerosene and gasoline 
which are increasingly in 
demand from Saudi Ara- 
bia’s growing population of 
17 million. 

The kingdom, the world's 
largest oil producer and 
exporter, is facing an annual 
population growth of 3.5- 

4.0 per cent. 

Analysts project that 
Saudi Arabia's domestic 
gasoline demand will reach 
some 260,000 bpd at the end 
of the decade from a current 
200-220.000 bpd. 

It already faces product 
imbalances and on occasion 
has to import gasoline and 
other derivatives to make up 
for shortfalls from its own 
and joint venture refineries. 

Further active downstream 
work includes modernising 
the control system of the 

120.000 bpd Riyadh refin- 
ery and upgrading the coun- 
try's 21 bulk handling facil- 
ities. 

A contract for the Riyadh 
refinery was expected last 
month but contractors said 
that this was delayed as 
Aramco was reviewing the 
scope of the work. 

Saudi Arabia has a total 
refining capacity of 1.65 
million bpd from seven 
refineries on Saudi soil and 
one in the shared neutral 
zone with Kuwait. 

Aramco has downstream 
assets in the United States, 
South Korea, Greece. Portu- 
gal, Philippines and is 
mulling taking refinery 
stakes in China and India. 
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tennis 




Kingdom now has 4 gold, 3 silver, 9 bronze medals 


JtW 

qy 


By Aleen Bannayan 
and JSYIF 
press committee 

JORDAN ADDED another 
bronze medal in table ten- 
nis Sunday after losing 3-2 
io Saudi Arabia on the Sth 
dev of the Pan-Arab Games 
cunentb' underway in 
Beirut. 

Egypt clinched the gold. 
Morocco look silver and 
die Saudis shared the 
bronze with Jordan. 

As the final round got 
underway, die Kingdom's 
team lost” 3-0 to Morocco in 
the morning match. In the 
preliminary round. Jordan 
had bear Libya. Palestine 
and Lebanon and lost to 
Egypt. 

Singles matches get 
underway today with Iyad 
Maknay facing Tidier 
Muhjoub of Libya and 
Abdul Aziz Rida taking on 
Yi-> Lines Be id of Morocco. 

Alia Tufaha meets 
Tunisia's well-known play- 
er a I'af Now war. 

In weightlifting. Awad Al 


Aboudi who was favoured 
to win a medal, finished 
sixth in the snatch, jerk and 
combined events in the 
over l OS-kilogram me cate- 
gory. 

" Sunday's medal brought 
Jordan's tally up to 16 with 
four gold, three silver and 
9 bronze medals. 

The boxing team had 
added two gold medals 
Saturday by Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh and Ay man 
Al Nadi. Mousa Khalaf 
look a silver for Jordan 
when he won the 
Kingdom's inaugural judo 
participation in the Games. 

The Kingdom's medals 
include a gold by Nada 
Kawor in the discus and a 
silver medal in the shot put; 
a gold by Fakhreddin Fuad 
in the high jump; a bronze 
by Ala' Abdul Hadi in the 
triple jump and another 
bronze by Amal Matari in 
the women’s marathon. 

Ayed Khawaideh became 
the first Jordanian to win 
three bronze weightlifting 
medals; Anier Natour took 


silver and bronze medals in 
fencing and Kamal .Abdul 
Majid." Khaldoun Abdul 
Haiuecd and Basel 
Hindawi took bronze in 
boxing. 

Over 3,000 athletes are in 
Beirut for the largest gath- 
ering of Arab youth since 
the event was last held in 
Syria in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
1 9 countries are taking pan 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event. 

Twenty events are being 
contested at the Games 
excluding kick-boxing, 
handball. gymnastics, 
body-building, hockey, div- 
ing and water polo for tech- 
nical and financial reasons. 

The Kingdom's 187- 
strong delegation which 
includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes are com- 
peting in 14 of the 20 
events. The delegation also 
includes 27 officials. 20 


coaches and 1 3 referees. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
volleyball, and will be 
competing in athletics, bas- 
ketball, karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fenc- 
ing, soccer, weightlifting, 
judo, freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and 
shooting. Other events at 
the Games include golf and 
yachting. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953. All gold 
medalists are being tested 
for performance-enhancing 
drugs, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in 
a draw in each event. 

Lebanon is hosting the 
Arab World's premier 
sports event for the first 
time since the second Arab 
Games in 1957. 

Jordan has received 
approval to host the 9th 
Pan- Arab Games in 2001. 
Kuwait was chosen as a 


substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 

Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for organising and tak- 
ing part in the Pan-Arab 
Games which have only 
been held seven times since 
1953. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 
hood. were clouded by 
Lebanon’s refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entry visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan has taken part in 
afl past seven Pan-Arab 
Games gaining a total of 49 
medals (7 gold, 16 silver, 
26 bronze). 

Jordan finished 9th over- 
all in the last Pan-Arab 
Games jn 1992 with 1 gold, 
6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953. Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961. Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


Official blames coach for Aboudi’s defeat 
Basketball team in confusion ahead of vital match 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jm JiiH Tmics Staff Reporter 

WEIGHTL1FTER AHMAD 
Aboudi who had a chance at 
a gold medal in die 91 -kilo- 
gramme category failed in 
his attempt to set new 
records in the snatch and 
jeik and combined events. 

Aboudi also lost die 
chance at two bronze 
medals when his Chinese 
coach insisted that he lift 
lot) kilogrammes to better 
the 152.5 kilogramme lift of 
his Saudi opponent. 

While the team manager 
advised the coach that 
Aboudi lift only 155, die 
coach said that Aboudi had 
lifted 160 kilogrammes dur- 
ing practice and would l>e 
able to do so in competition. 
However. Aboudi failed and 
lost the chance to win the 
bronze. 

Taekwondo team 
leaves for Beirut 

Jordan’s Taekwondo team 
L'ft Amman Monday to fake 
i'.ii 1 in ihe Fan- Arab Gjrk» 
compel ii ion which gets 
underway Tuesday. 

The delegation is headed 
by coach Soil Yong and vet- 
eran players turned coaches 
Samer Kamal. Amniar 
F-ahd. Khader Khalifeh and 
includes Zaha Talhouni, 
Lima Haddad, Alissar 
Matar. Ahlain Bine. Nancy 
Hindi. Lana Fleifel. Fatima 
Sayyad. Asma Malar. Shadi 
Abu Taleb, Aii Asmar. Raed 
Amer. Daoud Malar. 
Mohammad Abu Loz. 
Mohammad Fararjeh. 
Hussein Tahleh and Ibrahim 
Aqil. 

Shooting begins 

K haled Naghaway will 
contest the individual skeet 
finals starting Monday with 
23 competitors from Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Lebanon. Qatar, and Kuwait 
taking part. 

Only the top six will qual- 
ify for the final round. 

Naghaway continued 
practice Saturday and 




H 



Fatima Bnrakallah of Tunisia (Lj shoots on the basket 
while Rana Al Husseini r R » of Jordan tries to block the 
bull during their basketball match of the Pan-Arab 
in Beirut. Tunisia won 52-41 (Reuters photo) 


Sunday in preparation for 
the competition after the 
.^hunting team of Aysar and 
Mohammad Hiyari and 
Sa'ad Al Absi finished 
fourth among five nations in 
tile team event. 


Men's basketball 
in trouble 

As the Kingdom's men's 
team prepares to face Syria 
in their final first round 
match Tuesday, the team's 
Ukrainian coach ViiaJy has 
decided to exclude Jan 
Sahlieh and Marwan 
SaccJi. two top players, 
from ihe remaining matches 
at the competition. 

The coach said he did not 
believe the injury of Saeedi 
was serious as trainers had 
said and Sahlieh had missed 
loo many shots against 
Morocco and he would not 
give him another chance. 

However, as die team pre- 
pares for the technical 


aspect of the match, offi- 
cials have two days to over- 
come administrative snags 
■surrounding the head coach 
whose tantrums led officials 
to add Rizeq Masri and 
women's coach Fadi 
Sabbah to assist him during 
matches. 

Jordan Basketball 

Federation (JBF) sources 
said problems would hope- 
fully be overcome and the 
assistant coaches as well as 
delegation officials will 
have a say in the two play- 
ers exclusion in order to 
have the team in top form 
prior to their match against 
Syria. 

The men's and women’s 
basketball teams had 
Sunday and Monday off and 
are training for their upcom- 
ing matches against Syria 
and Lebanon Tuesday. 

The men's team meets 
Syria which they need to 
beat to qualify for the sec- 
ond round. 

Jordan’s qualifying 
chances were boosted after 


Saudi Arabia notched up a 
94-70 win over defending 
champions Syria. and 
booked the first slot to the 
second round of the men’s 
basketball competition. 

Only the top two teams in 
each group will contest the 
semifinal round starting 
July 23. Lebanon and the 
UAE qualified from Group 

Playing in Group 1, 
Jordan beat Morocco 59-*7 
in their last match to keep 
alive their qualifying hopes. 
They beat Libya 95-66 in 
the opening match, and lost 
S8-59 to Saudi Arabia. 
Group 2 includes Lebanon, 
Qatar, the UAE and Kuwait. 

The team is led by a 
young line-up including 
Zeid Alkhas, Mahmoud 
Sh'aban, and Faisal Nsour 
having a tough task ahead 
with big names like Hilal 
Barakat, Yousef Zaghloul, 
Naser Bushnaq and Marwan 
Ma'touq missing from the 
line-up. 

Jordan had objected to the 
two group draw since rules 
stipulate that the nine com- 
peting teams should have 
been divided into three 
groups w'ith the titleholders 
(Syria) atop one group, the 
runner-up (Jordan) in anoth- 
er and the hosts (Lebanon) 
in the third. 

However, Lebanese offi- 
cials said Jordan's represen- 
tative had not lodged a for- 
mal protest ar the time of the 
draw it would not be accept- 
ed. 

Jordan had won the first 
gold medal in team sports 
when the basketball team 
were crowned champions 
after defeating Iraq 80-78 in 
the final in the 19S5 Games 
in Morocco. They finished 
runner-up behind Syria in 
(he 1992 Games in Syria. 

Women's basketball 
has chance at bronze 

While a big question 
mark loomed over the 
women's team's participa- 
tion in the Pan-Arab 
Games, the Kingdom's only 
women’s team in team 


sports now bave a chance at 
a bronze medal when they 
face Lebanon Tuesday. 

Jordan had lost three of 
their friendly matches 
against Syria and were only 
given the go-ahead to take 
part in the Games to ensure 
continuity for the women’s 
game which had been non- 
existent from 1983-1995 
when the team took part in 
the Asian Championship. 

However, the team has 
fared well so far and lost by 
a mere 1 1 points 52-41 (22- 
22) to Tunisia in their third 
match in the five-team 
event. They became serious 
medal contenders after a 
hard fought 56-53 win over 
Syria. 

In other matches, Tunisia 
bear Lebanon 55-52 and 
both seem well-placed to 
take the top places. Jordan 
had lost to Egypt 79-46 in 
their opening match while 
Lebanon beat Syria 57-44. 
Jumana Salti. who was cho- 
sen as„ one of the Asian 
Championships’ top five 
players in 1995 is leading 
the Jordanian team which 
includes Rana Husseini, 
Hala Muheisen, Zina Farah, 
Luma Abu Judum, Hind 
Ghouri, Hala Khalaf, Hala 
Ghattas. Lubna Masri, Sirsa 
Naghaway, Tala Mauge and 
Tetyang Qardan. 

Basketball is the only 
team sport Jordan's women 
will take part in. Individual 
sports are athletics, swim- 
ming, taekwondo, equestri- 
an and table tennis. 

Boxing team proves 
to be one of best 

As the boxing competition 
concluded, the Kingdom's 
boxers were one of the most 
successful competitors at 
the Games winning five of 
Jordan's 15 medals so far. 

Mohammad Abu 

Khadijeh and Ayman Al 
Nadi won two golds on the 
final day of the competition 
and teammates Khaldoun 
Abdul Hamid, Kamal Abdul 
Majid and Basel Hindawi 
took bronze. 


Ham Hi Al Safi Awad (1) of Egypt shoots the ball against Tayib Al Hadi (5) and 1 
Nassim Mabrouf (11) of Algeria during their final volleyball match at the Pan- ! 
Arab Games in Beirut Egypt won the match 3-0 (Reuters photo) j 
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Jordan beats Oman 3-1 
to move to second round 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN QUALIFIED to 
the second round of the soc- 
cer competition when they 
beat Oman 3-1 Sunday in 
their final match of the pre- 
liminary round. 

Abdullah Shiyyab opened 
scoring in the 7th minute, 
followed by Jamal Abu 
Abed in the 27th and Munir 
Abu Hantah added the third 
in the 79th. 

Ten minutes later 
Mohammad Oreimi scored 
Oman’s sole goal as the 
match ended with an impor- 
tant win for Jordan. 

Jordan topped Group A on 
score difference over 
Lebanon who qualified to 
the second round after beat- 
ing Libya 2-1 Saturday. 

They are joined by Syria 
and Kuwait from Group 2. 

Jordan will contest the 
second round starting 
Wednesday when they meet 
Group 2 runner-up Kuwait. 
Lebanon plays Syria 
Thursday. 

The Kingdom’s team had 
lost chances to secure early 
qualification when they lost 
a 1-0 lead against Libya and 
conceded the equaliser to 
their opponents as the 
match ended 1 - 1 . 

Their match against 
Lebanon had also ended in 
a 1-1 draw. 

Eight countries took part 
in the soccer event. Group 1 
included Jordan Lebanon. 
Oman and Libya. Group 2 
included Kuwait the UAE. 
Syria and Mauritania. 

The top two teams in each 
group qualified to the sec- 
ond round the top two 
teams of which move to the 
final while the other two 
will play for third and 
fourth places. 

. Jordanian team officials 
were hopeful of attaining an 
advanced standing when 
they got the easier draw fac- 
ing teams they had met 
recently. 

In World Cup qualifiers 
last April, they beat Oman 


Schedule of events of Jordanian eompetit 
Pan-Arab Games for Monday Jnly 21, 

• Table Tennis singles and doubles maiSi 
•Wrestling Preliminaries 

• Shooting Khaled Naghaway 

• Swimming Preliminaries ^ 

MEDAL STANDINGS (excluding Sands 


Nation 

SL 

s 

B 

Egypt 

36 

20 

17 

Algeria 

23 

26 

22 

Morocco 

12 

11 

6 

Qatar 

8 

4 

2 

Tunisia 

7 

5 

To 

Saudi Arabia 

5 

6 

12 

Jordan 

4 

3 

■ 8 

Syria 

3 

14 

22 

Lebanon 

2 

8 

17 

Kuwait 

T 

5 

10 


W 9 



■ A^r 


Oman 

Sudao 

Palestine 
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Varlan Gazarian ( I4» of Lebanon shoots up with Omar 
Al Maryami (4 1 of Libya during their soccer match at 
the Pan -Arab Games in Beirut. Lebanon wou the 
match 2-1 (Reuters photo) 


2-1 and 4-1 while drawing 
0-0 and losing 1-0 tu 
Lebanon. 

The team was also 


impressive in training 
matches against top link'll 
teams of Gahtasauy aft- 
[stanbulsport. 
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Saudi Arabian stripped 
of medals after testing positive 
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BEIRUT (AP) — A Saudi Arabian ath- 
lete tested positive for drugs and was 
stripped of a gold and a silver medals that 
he won this week at the Arab Games, 
officials said Sunday. 

Khaled Sulaiman Al Khaledi is the first 
athlete to be disqualified at the Arab 
games, which introduced drug testing for 
the first time this year at the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games. 

Al-Khaledi had taken a gold in the 
men’s discus with a throw of 54.30 
metres on Monday and a silver in shot- 
put last Sunday, the opening day of the 
competitions. 


Out of 75 urine samples of track am 
field winners, only Al Kiialedi's tested 
positive in a Paris laboratory, K aid the 
Arab Sports Federation Secreuuy 
General Osman SaadL 
He did not give details of the type ot 
drugs Al Khaledi took. Saudi Arabia 11 
officials were not immediately available 
for comment. 

Egypt's runner up in discus, SantrlJ 
Sayyed was moved up to the gold raedaJ 
while Nashed Doussan of Qatar was 
given the silver for the shot put and 
Egyptian Dia Kamel Abdel Rahman the 
bronze. 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 634 144 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA "1" ; PHILADELPHIA *2" 1 


TEL:634J44 


/ CINEMA 


TEL:699238 X CINEMA 


TEL: 677420“ 


Jim Carrey ... in 


LIAR LIAR A WALK IN Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 

THE CLOUDS 

„ Adel Imam... in 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15.8:30. 10:30 Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 8:30. 10:30 BAKHIT AND ADEELAH (PART 2) 

(Aljardal wal kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30 - 10:30 


Keanu Reeves ... in 


PLAZA 

Tom Cruise...in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 


CONCORD 

CONCORD 

Harrison Ford & Brad Pitt... in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 

M ichael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 


Nabil & Hishaa'S Theatre '■ 

TEL: 625155 - / ‘ 


1 id, ■ i 

The satirical play n ( 

AMN Al Al YA HO ' v ' j 

performance starts at 8:30 p.nt. . j 

The theatre is closed every Friday* I ■ lv- : 

For reservations call 625155 
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[ 2nd Division Basketball 

! Final round begins July 25 


j By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

I AMMAN — Tlie final round of the See- 
| ond Division Basketball Championship 
! starts July 25 with A1 Wihdat. Al JeeL A1 
j Ashrafidi and .Aj Raya vying for the sole 
; qualifying benh to the First Division as of 
j the I99S season. 

| The four teams qualified to the final 
} round after they got the top two places in 
j their respective groups, which included 

I six-reams each. 

Al Jed beat Wihdat 71-60 and A1 
Ashrafieh’bear Al Raya 71-53 in the iirsr 
round. 

The 12 competing teams represented 
both Second and Third Division clubs 
playing in two groups. Group A included 
Al Jeel, Abu Nusair. Homenimen. Al Wlh- 
dai and Shihun. Group B included Gazzct 
Haihcm. Al Raya, Gunum. Ebbin. Sama 
i and Al Ashrafteh. 

j WTiilc qualification rested on light aim- 
: petition in the Amman Group A matches. 

J Group B teams in Irbid had the easier ride 
| ,ind seem to have the lesser chance of 
■ gaining promotion. 


Lust years second division runner-up Al 
Jeel were the only unbeaten team in the 
preliminary round and seem in be the 
only team able to fight it out with new- 
comers A I Wihdat who are serious con- 
tenders for the title. 

Both teams edged out Homentmen. pre- 
viously a First Division team, who have 
tailed to gain promotion fur die third year 
running, and Abu Nu*air to top rhe group. 

Al Wihdat beat Homentmen I09-K4 and 
both learns lied in overall poitus hilt Al 
W'ihdai qualified on score dilTerence. 

The First Division now includes Ja/ireh, 
Abli, Onhodoxi, and Jalil who will he 
joined by Hussein and this year's newly 
promoted ieum. A I Walani and Yiinuouk 
were relegated io ihe Second Division this 
year. 

The Jordan Basketball Federation tJBF) 
rules stipulate that Second Division teams 
be required to register under- ! 6 teams as a 
prerequisite for participation us of the 
criming season. 

A I Wihdat meet A I Ashrafieh Friday, and 
Al Jeel ineel Al Raya Saturday at the JBF 
court. 



Prince Naseem Hamed (R) throws a punch at Argentinian opponent Juan Carbera 
during their WBO and IBF featherweight championship fight. Hamed retained 
his titles after the referee stopped the fight in the second round (Reuters photo) 


Back pain forces Seles to concede 
to Rubin in semifinal 



Chanda Ruhin 


Chang, 
Korda win 
semis in 
Washington 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Michael Chang started uff 
strongly, romping io u 6-2 
victory in the first set. but 
he sputtered in the second 
before heating Brett Steven 
7-4 in the tiebreaker in the 
semifinals at the $675,00(1 
Leeg Mason Tennis Classic 
on Saturday. 

In the other match, sec- 
ond-seed Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic i heat 
David Wheaton 6-2 6-3. 

Tup-seed Chang Was 
down 1-4 to a revitalised 
1 1 Lh seeded Steven in the 
second set. Bm Chang al- 
lied to run off three games 
to lie ihe set and made 
Si even work hard to hold 
scrvKx* and gain u tie- 
breaker. 

Chang run lo a 3-0 lead 
and held his service until 
finishing the match olf 
with an overhead smash. 

"Things have continued 
to get better for me this 
week and maybe I have 
thuse tough early matches 
lo thank for it. Being 
pouched was good for me. 

I had to hit a lot of balls 
and that's always good 
when you're making the 
transition to hnrdcourts 
(from grass)." 

Korda breezed past 
Wheaton, who had a hip 
lock up on hint and spent 
most of the match "feeling 
like my feet were in 
cement." 

Korda suffered from the 
effects of the heat in the 
earlier rounds and said his 
match against Wheaton 
"Would have been a strug- 
gle if this had turned into a 
Tong match. 1 went in quite 
weak." 


MAHWAH. New Jersey 

1 APi — Hampered by back 
pain. Monica Seles retired 
from Saturday's semifinal 
match against Chanda 
Rubin in llii; A and P tennis 
classic. 

Se/es. the top seed and the 
third-ranked player in the 
world, won the first set 6-3 
and the players were on 
sene with Ruhin leading 3- 

2 when Seles decided she 
couldn't continue in thc 
exhibition evenL. 

"1 was just in pain really 
from Lhe beginning." Seles 
said. "1 got some treatment 
beforehand and some cream 
on the hack and also some 
pills, hut it diJn'i really help 
much, it was just a matter 
of. did 1 want to keep play- 
ing through this pain or not, 
and knowing that I have a 
tournament next week, 1 
just feel it's safer to stop 
then get it even worse." 

Although she was leading 
when she retired. Seles said 
pain in her hack, which ath- 
letic trainer Glen Depino 
called a "back spasm," was 
bothering her on every 
point. 

"Each rime I would try to 
hit a shot, it was hurting and 
obviously I'm using my 
back so much." Seles said. 
"And it just tightened up on 
me and I couldn't even bend 
down. That's why 1 fell it 
was bugging me a lot on the 
serve and it was not worth 
it.” 

Seles started feeling the 
pain during her three-set 
victory over Mirjanu Lucic 
on friday night. That match 
was delayed 2 1/2 hours by 
rain and then lasted l hour. 
39 minutes as Seles had to 
come back from 4-2 in the 
second set to win 64. 7-5. 
6 - 0 . 

On Saturday, SeleS first 
asked for the trainer during 


the changeover break with 
Rubin leading 3-2 in the 
first set. The" trainer mas- 
saged her lower back during 
the next two chan g covers 


and Seles was able to play 
through the pain to win the 
first seL getting a service 
break in the eighth game by 
putting away a forehand 


volley at the net. 

Seles said she still intends 
to play in the Bank of the 
West Classic next week at 
Stanford. Calif. 


Corretja wins Stuttgart final 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Spaniard Alex Corretja com- 
pleted a hat-trick of 1997 clay 
court victories but had to do 
double duty by winning both 
a semi-final and final Sunday 
at the $1.04 million Mercedes 
Cup. 

Corretja defeated Slovakian 
Karol Kucera 6-2. 7-5 to 
claim the crown at the Weis- 
senhof club, but had to steady 
his nerves after he let a 5-1 
lead slip in the second set. 

Up two breaks. Corretja 
lost them both as he failed to 
seal the win in the seventh 
and ninth games. But he 
finally broke Kucera a final 
time to secure the win. 

The triumph followed the 
Spaniard's 6-4. 6-4 morning 
semi-final win over compatri- 
ot Albert Costa, the ninth 
seed who missed Wimbledon 
due to a back injury. 

Corretja added the Stuttgart 
title to those he won in April 
and May at Estoril. Portugal, 
and in Rome al the Italian 
Open. 

In addition to a cheque for 
$157,000. the third seed also 
won a Mercedes sporiscar. 

Kucera, who prevented a 
fourth all-Spanish final this 
year on the ATP Tour through 
his 6-4. 6-3 victory against 
Albert Port as. collected 
$82,000 in runner-up money. 

Corretja, now ranked a 
career-high sixth on the ATP 
Tour computer, kept his 
momentum and stamina 
through both matches — 
played within hours of each 
other following min delays 
on Friday and Saturday. 

The final battle of slugging 
buseliners was reduced from 
the best-of-five sets tn best- 
of-thrcc. 

"It will be difficult to keep 
up this high level." said Cor- 
retja after his win. “I got a lit- 
tle nervous when serving for 
the match. 

Karol started playing better 
and bencr. he didn't miss. 

“But I regained my concen- 
tration and finished the match 
in two sets — that’s what I 
wanted" 

Kucera said: "1 couldn't 
keep up with Alex today. I'm 
sorry we couldn't make il to a 
tiebreaker.'" 

The win kept Corretja's 
record perfect in his career 


series againsL Kucera, ranked 
45th m the world. The 
Spaniard won first-round 
matches against the Slova- 
kian in 1995 at Estoril and 
Amsterdam, both on clay. 

Corretja also maintained 
the year's best win-loss 
record on clay as he recorded 
his 37th victory on the sur- 
face against just a dozen 
defeats. 

He said he believes the 
high-flying Spaniards arc 
feeding off competition from 
each other. 

"You might be No. 10 in the 
w'orid. but there are still other 
Spaniards ahead of you," he 
said. "You win a tournament 
and no one really recognises 
you. On the other hand, that 


can be quite convenient as 
well. 

"We have a good system in 
Spain, all of the players ore 
friends and hang out together. 
It is working very well for us. 
We’ve always had a good 
relationship and we are all 
veiy competitive on the clay. 


‘There is no secret to our 
success except for hard w-ork. 
a lot of it," 

Corretja will play next 
week as third seed in a clay 
event in Kitzbuhel. Austria, 
before moving across the 
Atlantic for the North Ameri- 
can hurdcoun season. 


FOR RENT 

Full floor flat. Finished currently. 245 
square metres. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
guest room, living room and 3 balconies. 
Separate Entrance. 

Location: Near New English School. 
For more information call 
Tel. 5510074 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

An international firm specialising in complex infrastructure works with projects in 
various countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia, is seeking highly professional, 
aggressive and organised candidates who are willing to travel, to fill in the 
following positions: 

• Road Design Engineer 

• Sr. Roads (Supervision) Engineers 

• Bridge Design Engineer 

• Hydrologist 

• Materials Engineers with emphasis on roads & bridges 

• Cost Control Engineer/Quantity Surveyors 

• Transport Economist 

• Traffic Engineer (planners) 

• Land Surveyors 

• Water Distribution & Irrigation (design, supervision, management) 

• Airports, Harbours and Dams 

All candidates must have minimum experience of f 0 years in the related fields and should 
be familiar with international design codes and standards. Knowledge of related computer 
software is a must. Knowledge of lhe French language is considered a plus. 

Interested candidates should, by Aug. 5, 1997, supply a curriculum vitae, copy of official 
college transcript, a letter of interest indicating desired rank, salary history and the 
names, addresses and phone/fax numbers of at least three references to the following 
address: 

Attn. The Director, C/o P.O. Box 930180, 

AM skan Complex, Amman - Jordan. 

THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

ATRAWDATAL-MA’AREP 
COLLEGE 

The ultimate success in acquiring guaranteed 
acceptance to British Universities in the subject 
of your choice without the agony of doing 
“O” or “A” levels , ^ 
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Furnished Flat for Rent 

• Total area 200 Sq. m. in Al-Rabia area. 

• Three bedrooms Three bathrooms. 

• New stylish furniture • Yearly contract only 

• If interested Call 701959 between 4-7 PM 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED VILLA IN ABDOUN 

750 sqm Consists of two floors and basement floor. 

■ The ground floor consists of salons, kitchen, office, three bathrooms 
and servant’s room. 

■ The first floor consists of tour rooms: 2 masters + sitting room, 
terrace and balconies. 

* The basement floor is for services. 

■ Super deluxe furniture + satellite. 

* Beautiful garden around the house. 

' Remote control garage and electric doors. 

■ Suitable for cfiptomatic corps or for manager’s residence. 

Location: Abdoun, at Abdoun Circle, near Brunei embassy. 

Please call Tel.: 09/900424 from 8 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Or Tel.: 824509 from 5-9 p.m. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, sitting room, living room, L- 
shaped dining room, fully equipped kitchen, telephone is 
available, separate central heating. 

Suitable for diplomatic families. 

Please contact Tel. 551 0794 _or_5530 444 n 


FOR RENT 

Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments 

Studio-One bedroom, two bedrooms & three bedrooms, 
central heating & telephones. Annual rent. 

Location: A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd S. 4th Circles. 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

Owner Tel. 667862 - 642351 or 079/50504 


FLAT IN ABDOUN 

For Rent 

Unfurnished, 160 sq.m., first floor. 2-3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen and salon, telephone number and line, separate central 
heating, electricity and water supply — behind Abdoun Pharmacy. 
Annual Rent JD3.500 

Please call Dr. Mahmoud Juma's house 
Tel. 624824 or 819850 


Job Vacancy at U.N. Agency 

U.N. Agency has a vacancy of Assistant Protection Officer (NOA) in 
Amman: 

Qualifications: 

1. LLB in law from a recognised University and advanced studies in 
Internationa] Law together with a past expenence in legal field 
would be preferable. 

2 Ruency in English and Arabic languages is essential. 

3. The Agency is an equal opportunity employer. 

4. This vacancy is open only far dynamic, energetic persons wiih 
highly developed analytical skiUs. 

5. Candidates should be Jordanian nationals. 

interested applicants are requested to submit their applications not 
later than 15 August 1997 in a sealed envelope lo the attention of "The 
Representative'. Applicants should ensure that curriculum vitae, 
photocopies of their university degrees and past professional 
experience shodd be mailed to the following address: 

P.O.Box 17101, Amman - 11195, Jordan. 

Only short listed applicants would be invited for interview. 


WAS'-]? 1 ! '3 

RESEARCH ASSISTANT + CIVIL OR ARCHITECTURE 
ENGINEER 

FOR A NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE IN JORDAN 
Qualifications: 

For Research Assistant: 

-A -master degree in education or any of the related fields 
in social sciences. 

-Experience in conducting research, statistical analysis 
of data using SPSS, interpreting results and writing 
reports is most essential. 

-Familiarity with Graphics and Database software is highly 
desirable. 

-Fluency in English and Arabic languages. 

For Civil or Architecture Engineer: 

-A bachelor degree in engineering. 

- 5 years experience. 

-Familiarity with all related computer software. 

-Fluency in English and Arabic languages. 

Qualified persons only are requested to write to: 

P.O. Box 560, Al-Jubaiha 11941, Jordan, 
before end of July, 1997. 



DELUXE FRSVATE VSLLA — 
440 SQ.M. — SWEIFIEH. 
RESIDENTIAL AREA. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL 814636 


5T 


FIN AN CIAL ANALYST 


An investent banking compart)’ based in Jordan and with 
offices throught the region seeks Financial Analyst with 
a strong financial and business background who can : 

[ - Prepare in-depth reaserch reports on both a micro as well 
as micro level . 

- Upgrade and develop the group's database . 

- Draff private and public placement memoranda . 

- Assist in the business development for the group’s major 
lines of business . 



- Undergraduate degree in Accounting, Finance, or Econ- 
omics - CPA/MBA preferred . 

- Knowledge and understanding of international finance 
business . 

- Strong English language and computer skill are essential . 


An excellent compensation package will be offered to the 
successful candidate . To reply in strictest confidence, please 
fax and/or mail you resume to : 


Personnel Officer ■/ 
P,0; Box-- 9503:1 3. / 
Amman 1 11 9.5. Jordan 
•Fax.. 552 tS 116’* - ■ 
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Sharon drafts plan to ease 
Israeli government’s ouster 



Jordan limes, Monday, July 21, ^ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's 
Ariel Sharon, having lost a 
bid for more power in gov- 
ernment, is rallying disaf- 
fected lawmakers behind a 
plan that would ease Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's ouster. 

Mr. Netanyahu this month 
denied Sharon — the 69- 
year-old national infrastruc- 
ture minister and a hawkish 
former general — the job of 
finance minister and a role 
in shaping negotiating strat- 
egy opposite the 
Palestinians. 

Labour opposition legisla- 
tors Shimon Peres and 
Moshe Shahal said they dis- 
cussed with Mr. Sharon his 
proposal to lower to 61 — 
from SO — the number of 
members in the 120-seat 


parliament legally required 
to oust a prime minister. 

“If there are 61 members 
of Knesset who say the 
prime minister isn’t worthy 
of the confidence of the 
Knesset, that is a majority of 
the people. ..represented by 
the parries,” Mr. Shahal told 
army radio on Sunday. 

Israel’s Haaretz daily said 
Mr. Sharon had also dis- 
cussed the idea with fellow 
Likud Party legislator Dan 
Meridor, who resigned the 
post of finance minister last 
month saying he had no con- 
fidence in Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Sharon has com- 
plained that Mr. Netanyahu, 
47, does not involve experi- 
enced cabinet members, 
including himself, in mak- 
ing decisions about peace- 


with 


the 


making 
Palestinians. 

Asked about the proposal, 
a spokesman for Sharon 
said: “At this stage Mr. 
Sharon does not want to 
make any comment on the 
subject." 

Mr. Netanyahu last year 
became the first directly 
elected prime minister under 
reforms some in parliament 
assail as giving him too 
much power. 

Currently, 61 legislators 
can both bring down Mr. 
Netanyahu and dissolve par- 
liament at once. But 80 are 
needed to topple only the 
prime minister. Mr. 
Netanyahu has a 66-54 
majority in parliament 

Mr. Netanyahu’s cabinet 
secretary. Danny Naveh, 


called the effort to change 
the law “clearly anti-democ- 
ratic.” 

“Knesset members with 
various political considera- 
tions want in fact to rob the 
voter of the choice. It's 
impossible," he said. 

Israeli Labour Party leader 
Ehud Barak welcomed Mr. 
Sharon's effort telling army 
radio: “It testifies to the 
depth of the crisis of confi- 
dence that Netanyahu has 
reached with people who 
came to power with him.” 

Mr. Netanyahu passed 
over Mr. Sharon for the 
finance ministry post and a 
greater policymaking role to 
end a power struggle with 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy that threatened the 
government coalition. 


Israel’s toll in thousands if it tries 
to reoccupy PNA areas — press 


TEL AVTV (R) — An Israeli 
army war game found 
Palestinian and Israeli casual- 
ties would be in the thou- 
sands if Israel re-took areas 
under PNA rule, local media 
said on Sunday. 

“From the simulation it 
arose... hundreds of Israeli 
soldiers would be killed and 
thousands wounded. The 
Palestinians.. .would suffer 
thousands killed from amidst 
the Palestinian police and the 
civilian population,” Israel's 
Maariv daily said. 

Israel, in deals signed by its 
prior dovish government, has 
handed over most of the Gaza 
Strip and parts of the West 
Bank to PNA rule since 1994. 

Maariv and the daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth said the 
army general staff concluded 
from the war game conducted 
one month ago that while re- 
occupving PNA areas was 
possible it was not the pre- 
ferred response to an out- 
break of hostilities. 


Array spokesmen refused 
to comment on the reports. 

Tension has been high 
between the sides since 
March when Israel launched 
a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem, a move 
Palestinians viewed as pre- 
empting final peace talks. 

The dailies said right-wing 
legislator Uzi Landau, who is 
head of parliament’s foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee, and left-wing legislator 
Uzi Barara attended the war 
game. 

Mr. Baram refused to com- 
ment on the reports to 
Reuters. 

Mr. Landau, of Likud, told 
Israel's army radio he would 
neither confirm nor deny the 
reports. But he added: “the 
fact that our reentry into the 
Palestinian dries could entail 
a not small cost is not some- 
thing that should be surpris- 
ing." 

“It is not in Israel's interest 
to get up one fine day. 


mobilise and attempt to re- 
enter the Palestinian dries. 
But it must be no less 
dear..The Palestinians can- 
not feel as if we would not 
allow ourselves the necessary 
operations in their territory, 
including entering wide parts 
of Area A," he said. 

“Area A” designates territo- 
ry under Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) control. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who opposed the 
peace deals, handed over 
most of the dty of Hebron, 
fulfilling a commitment 
made by the administration 
he ousted in May 1996 elec- 
tions. 

His green light for the east 
Jerusalem settlement build- 
ing plunged negotiations with 
the Palestinians into deep cri- 
sis. Palestinian anger has 
erupted periodically into 
clashes between Israeli 
troops firing rubber bullets 
and stone-throwing 

Palestinian demonstrators. 


But the scenario the Israeli 
generals fear is a repeat of 
fighting like that of 
September 1996 when 
Palestinian police firing auto- 
matic weapons were drawn 
into the unrest. Sixty-one 
Palestinians and 15 Israeli 
soldiers were killed. 

In September, Israel 
revealed it had activated the 
first phase of “operation field 
of thorns,” a plan whose final 
third stage is the retaking of 
areas handed to the PNA. 

Maariv said given the like- 
ly toll of re-taking PNA areas 
— and the damage such 
bloodshed would cause Israel 
internationally and with Arab 
states in particular — the 
army preferred other means if 
fighting broke out with 
Palestinian forces. 

Those measures would 
include hermetically sealing 
off the areas, massively rein- 
forcing points of friction and 
deploying helicopter gun- 
ships and snipers. 
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PEACE 4 EVER: Six-year-old Conor McKeown attends the Sinn Fein rally at the Anderssinstown Road in 
Belfast Saturday. The British government Sunday announced that it will resume official contact with Sinn 
Fein, as soon as the IRA ceasefire is restored at mid-day Sunday (AFP photo) 

IRA starts ceasefire, Protestants, 
Catholics pray it will last this time 


BELFAST CAP) — The Irish 
Republican Array (IRA) 
began a new cease-fire at 
midday Sunday, giving 
Northern Ireland’s divided 
people another taste of peace 
and many new uncertainties. 

At their church services 
across Northern Ireland. 
Catholics and Protestants 
prayed for this ceasefire to 
last longer than the previous 
ERA truce of Sept. 1, 1994, 
which ended 17 months ago 
with a one-tonne truck bomb 
in London. 

Three Irish newspapers, 
each quoting unidentified 
IRA sources, said IRA com- 
manders will withdraw the 
new truce, which is official- 


ly open-ended, after four 
months if there isn't suffi- 
cient progress in negotia- 
tions on Northern Ireland's 
future. 

But Geny Adams, presi- 
dent of the IRA-allied Sinn 
Fein party, dismissed the 
reports. 

“That’s news to me.” he 
told RTE, the Irish state 
broadcast network. “That's 
the first I've heard of this 
and Pm not going to let ... 
journalists set the agenda.” 

Minutes before the cease- 
fire took effect Katie 
O'Donnell led a west Belfast 
Catholic congregation in 
prayer that “all sections of 
our society may open their 


hearts to the prospect of 
peace and work together for 
a political settlement that is 
fair to all." 

At the service at Clonard 
Monastery, she led prayers, 
too, for “all those who have 
died in die conflict,” in the 
past 28 -years — some 
3.400 in Northern Ireland, 
the Irish Republic and main- 
land Britain. 

Sinn Fein marked the start 
of the cease-fire with a rally 
outside the heavily fortified 
police and army barracks in 
Andersens town. west 

Belfast 

“Release all POWs now,” 
one said. Another read, “stop 
the torture of Irish prisoners 


in English j ails " 

The campaign for. release 
of IRA prisoners offered a 
foretaste of demands likely 
to be made to the Bridd 
government in die comin® 
weeks. 

As their politicians iflus- 
trated, the two communities 
can’t agree on die next step 
in negotiations. 

After assuring leaders of 
the Sinn Fein party that they 
could join negotiations with- 
in six weeks of a cease-fire, 
the new British government 
of Prime Minister 'Too? 
Blair must persuade the 
biggest Protestant paityrfre 
Ulster Unionists, to stay at 
the table. 
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THE ONE AND ONLY IN JORDAN 

A?ag R:CAftl RESTAURANTS M ONE FOOD COURT 
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Five Self Service Counters 

Let your appetite guide your choices from 
any of our delicious five self service 
counters at the ground floor and enjoy 
your eating outside in a relaxing 
atmosphere at our patio seating area. 
Ful! Service Restaurant 
Enjoy the elegance of our full service 
restaurant at the second floor and let our 
professional waiters and waitresses 
welcome and serve you from our selected 
variety of all the five concepts 



BANANAS 
JUICE BAR 
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DUNEET DOZfUTS 


GSETEL’S 

PRETZELS 
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THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL TOURISTIC RESTAURANTS 
ABDOUN CIRCLE 
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FINE offers you 

extra comfort 
and confidence 




Made by FINE Hygienic Paper Co. Ltd. Tel. 72225 1 P.O. Box 1 54 Amman 1 1 1 1 8 Jordan 
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